4

IN THIS ISSUE: Give us back owr Viaduct
Rock Club at the Arts Centre - Why Not?

-




E. OSBORN ELECTRICAL

45a Jackson Lane, Kerridge
Bollington, Macclesfield, Sk10 5BE

Tel: 01625 572814

or 077131 83465

Industrial, Commercial and Domestic
Electrical Contractors

ECA Approved Contractor

= e =]
2 J. Kirk & Co. 3
é Coal &F Smokeless Fuel Merchants ?
g Tel. 01625 573131 5
= Bay Tree House, Hedgerow, Rainow Cheshire SK10 SDA b
\ 9 Buntbers % Laps % Kindling % Five Spares i )

8 Windows 2 Doors
£ Stairs 2 Kitchens
2 DIY Timber

n NEBY Machined & Delivered
Now s Neadramewnart furetLans sorecton 1212 01625 572128

THE DELI & SPICE Co.

Thank you for your support

We are now taking orders for
Christmas Hampers, Food related presents
and of course, your daily requirements.

Opening Hours:
Tues-Sat: 10-6pm Sun: 10-1.30pm
Monday: Closed

68 Palmerston Street, Bollington
Tel: 01625 578140 Fax: 01625 562062

EXPERIENCE THE STYLE AND
LUXURY OF CROSBY HOMES

JACKSON LANE, KERRIDGE, BOLLINGTON

This exclusive development of 24 mews cottages and 3
bedroom 3 storey townhouses in attractive grounds, is
situated on Jackson Lane in beautiful Kerridge village, only
2 miles from central Boilington.

2 BEDROOM MEWS COTTAGES FROM £135,950
3 BEDROOM TOWNHOUSES FROM £199,950

SHOWHOUSE
NOW OPEN 9‘@

SEVEN DAYS A WEEK 10 AM - SPM. _msavnm.&summera WEST) LIMITED,
TEL: 01625 575458

Grosby Hovs, U2 Dunham Boad, ALTRINGHAR,
www.crosbyhomes.co.uk

Cheshise WAts 400 Fax (0161] 926 9161

3
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The Basement,

Lower Ground Fleor,
Pickford Street Mill,
Pickford Street,
Macclestiald SK11 6J0.

The
Carpet

Tel: (01625) 420583

House

~

HOUSE OF ST. CLAIR
JEWELLERY - GLASS CERAMICS TEXTILES FURNITURE
and SCRAP GOLD BOUGHT & SOLD AT
CLARENCE MILL
Open Six Days a Week (not Wednesdays) from 10.00am - 4.45pm

Formerly Bollington Antiques; est 1976 ar Romiley & Marple Bridze

\_ Tel Shop: 01625 576867

Carol St. Clair Martin
Home: 0161-449 9978

Palimerystonglrayel

Independent travel advice on a vast variety
of travel arrangements

A wide choice of
MAJOR TOUR OPERATORS
and
SPECIALIST COMPANIES
TAILOR-MADE arrangements

DISCOUNTED worldwide AIR TICKETS
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BUSINESS TRAVEL

ABTA Fully ABTA bonded

15 High Street, Bollington, Macclesfield, Cheshire SK10 5PH

Tel. 01625 574448 Fax. 01625 575926
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é BOLLINGTON

Bollington Live! is published three times a year on a non-profitmaking basis, with free
distribution to households in the town. Under the editorial banner of “Bollington, a town in its
own right!” we aim to promote local concerns. Contributions are welcome to:

The Editor, cfo Bollington Printshop, The Old Stables, Queen St., Bollington SK70 5PS

Bollington Live! is published by Bollington Arts Cenlre & Bollington Civic Society, Wellinglan
Road, Bollington, Cheshire SK10 5]L. Registered Charity No. 515096

Cover: The 2nd Bollington Transport Extravaganza was held on 16th September. This
Sentinel steam wagon was just one of the many fascinating exhibits. Thanks to
all the organisers and folk who brought their cars, motor-cycles, bikes etc. Cartoons by .......

Editorial Team ..

Advertising ........

Distribution ......
Printed by ..........

[im Neale (01625 5376397)

e-mail: bollylive@oldbro.org
Graham Barrow, Anthony Holland
lohn Conpe, John & Penny Liley,
Jose Spinks, Andy Skelhorn, Peter
Nottage, Emily White, Siman Nottage
Dennis Caulfield 01625 5725°

Mark Stedman (01625 57!

Martyn Parry (01625 575093)
Bollington Printshop (01625 574828)
Matt Wray

VIADUCT VISUALS

23 arches made of stone and brick, several hundred yards long and built just
before 1869, the old railway viaduct slices the town in two and is Bollington’s
largest manmade structure. When crossed by foot or bicycle it is unmistakable,
yet from ground level it is so well hidden that a visitor travelling along
Wellington Road could be forgiven for thinking they had just passed under
a common-or-garden bridge.

In the years since the trains pulled into the great sidings in the sky, trees have
grown tall on both sides and screened the gently curving Victorian architecture.
This is sad because a great many people fought very hard to save the viaduct

from demolition, not so very long ago.

In 1982 British Rail were just about to hand ownership of the disused track
and its structures to Macclesfield Borough Council. The two parties wanted
the viaduct demolished. It was not considered vital to the scheme to create

the Middlewood Way. It was felt that the £100,000 cost of demolition
made better economic sense than the estimated £300,000 for
refurbishment.

A packed public meeting was held
at the Civic Hall, presided over by
the Mayor, Cllr. Betty Bonson. This
galvanised the public opinion that
eventually led to the demolition
plans being overturned.

The Middlewood Way Rangers are
starting to fell some of the trees
that hide the Viaduct. Mostly these
will be sycamores. Regarded by
many as a weed tree, and not a
native, they have a very dense
canopy that allows little to grow
underneath. Their roots may also
cause damage to the viaduct
foundations. The Rangers plan to
plant holly, hazel and other species
that are easier to manage, more
attractive to wildlife, and more
visually appealing. The spin-off is
that we will once again be able to
see the viaduct. The process could
take several years as there are more
than forty sycamores along it's sides.
A start has been made, though, as
can been seen alongside the short
path to the Middlewood Way from
Wellingon Road.

It's going Lo be a bit like seeing the
face of an an old friend who has
just shaved off a long standing
beard! TN




MACCLESFIELD TOWN
FOOTBALL CLUB

THE BOLLINGTON CONNECTION

Jeremy Turner has lived
or worked in Bollington
and supported
Macclesfield Town
since he was 10 years
old. He is now the
Managing Director of
Personality Quilts, a
family owned company
that imports baby and
children’s clothes,
largely from the Far
East, and supplies wholesalers and major children’s
clothes shops throughout the UK, Ireland and Greece.
Under the trade name of Bee Bo, the company is a
major sponsor of Macclesfield Town Football Club
and their name is carried on the smart red away strip
shirts. The company operates from the historic cotton
storage warehouse beside the Adelphi Mill on the

Clough Bank industrial estate. The estate occupies -

what used to be the Bollington railway station sidings,
off Grimshaw Lane.

Jeremy was a keen, but irregular, Macc. Town supporter,
until 1993, when he took his eight year old son,
(,|*|r|t.l“0per along to see his first gamo “I was str uck by
the safe environment and the friendly atmosphere.” says
Jeremy. This was just as Sammy Mcllroy, the legendary
Northern Irish international, was taking over as manager
at the club and beginning the meteoric rise in their
fortunes that saw them go from the obscurity of the non-
league game to Division Two of the Football League.

Soon, Jeremy and his son were never missing a game and
in February 1998, Jeremy was invited to join the Board.
His first game as a Director was an away match at Maine
Road, Manchester in front of aver 30,000 supporters.
Despite losing 2-0, he couldn’t help feelinga lump in his
throat and a strong sense of pride in what “his little club”
had achieved. Last season he was appointed Vice
Chairman alongside the new Chairman, Eddie Furlong,

Things are continuing to change very rapidly al
Macclesfield Town. The team now boasts two players
who, only a few years ago, changed hands for over

SPOT THE BALL

Our team of White Nancys play in front of the
fabulous new: Macc, Town Stand.

Place a small “x” where you think the ball should be.
(Trace around the picture if you do not want to spoil your
‘copy of Bollington Live!)

Send your entry'ta The Editor cfo Bollington Print Shop.
We will give a ten pound prize to lirst correct entry.

k The Editors decision will be final,

—

£500,000 each and this season the club has opened the

new £1.5 million McAlpine Stand. The stand provides
1,500 seats and a luxurious corporate entertainment suite
on the upper floor complete with a fitted carpet especially
dos%nod and made for the club! The suite enjoys panoramic
views over the ground and away to the hills beyond and the
club hopes that by providing high quality facilities and
pleasant surroundings, they will attract new corporate
sponsofs and supporters. It can also be hired for all kinds of
functions. One end of the stand is being equipped with
computer facilities, in conjunction with Macclesfield College,
for use as a training facility. If all goes according to plan,
then over £200,000 a year could be g generated forthe club
by fully utilising the new stand.

Macclesfield Town have solid ambitions to get promoted
from the 37 Division and then establish themselves as a
good Second Division side whilst continuing their strong
links with the community. Bollington Primary schools are
already involved in the successful “Football in the
Cummum[y scheme run from the Moss Rose ground.
Bollington Insurance are also regular sponsors of matches.
It's good to know that Bollington is playing its part in the
rising fortunes of Macclesfield Town Football Club. B

GRAPHIC DESIGN SERVICE q

For Business Cards, Corporate
ledentitios, Brochures / Leaflets or
Letterheads and CVs.

TATTERSALL'S
BOOK SHOP

From initial concept to finished
jr)rj Wi, contaet
Lucy Emmerich BA (Hons)
01625 425953

Helpful and friendly service
Rapid book order facility

5 Dukes Court, Mill Street
Macclesfield, Cheshire SK11 6NN
Telephone / Fax:

01625-614741
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Flying Home
Bollington’s railway -
Part 2

Diesels began on the Bollington
line in 1957, green bus-like things
that generally worked in pairs.
Unlike the carriages of the steam
trains they had open plan layouts,
with views all round. The

upholstery was better, and they
were cleaner. Like many who had
grown up on steam, however, | did
not think much of them.

s = =
Shunting in Bollington’s goods yard, ¢.1960.

What was the appeal of the steam
train? Today, when there are few of
them about, this is a minority
enthusiasm. It does not do to talk
too loudly of wheel arrangements,
‘Black Fives' or other such stuff. To
do so is to be an ‘anorak’, to be
treated with condescension
(although it is still OK to droaol about
Jaguars, or Gewurtztraminer
hatchbacks  with  catatonic
suspension); but when | grew up
boys knew as much about steam
lrains as those today know
compultors.

It was the romance that did it, the
adventure of the journey. A pal of
mine whostarted a business in France
saicl what drew him to that country

After the 4 mile run from Higher Poynton, a Bollington-bound train crosses the viaduct.
This is an early photo, taken in 1903.

was the sight from a platform in
Normandy of an express scorching
down the centre track. As the huge
locomotive hurtled by, in a
thunderclap of sound, the driver
stared forward out of the cab. On his
head was a tight blue beret, under
that dark goggles, and from his neck,
streaming in the wind, was a long
red scarf. “Pure theatre,” said my
friend. “Formidable”. And ever after,
whenever he could, he went to see
Jean Renoir’s splendid film ‘La Béte
Humaine’, which captures such
dramaon the Paris-Le Havre express.

As might be gathered from my
previous article, the Bollington line
was never like that. Or was it? Well,
briefly, on the run back from
Manchester, il almost was ...

I would begin at Higher Poynton.
There, as term was ending, on a
summer afternoon, you could lean
from the window to watch the engine
being refilled with water. The sun
beat down, lapwings soared. Ahead,
and in sight, lay countryside, real
countryside, at last. From the
footplate came the clattering of fire-
irans, but the platform, otherwise,
stayed as quiet as it was empty. Few
travelled on the line at that time of
day.

Once the train set off again, we
would fly. | was astonished to read in
one of the railway histories that a
speed limitof 45 mph prevailed here,
for we went much faster than that.
As the fields slipped by, and the hills
drew closer, we seemed to be
celebrating. Today, each time | walk
up the Middlewood Way to the
bridge north of the viaduct, | recall
how the Bollington train came
whistling through, before we sailed
across the viaduct for home.

The engine crews, in fact, came from
Gorton, the railway district of
Manchester. They wore floppy
dungarees, peaked ‘greasetop’ hats
and never, ever, had scarves. Unlike
their counterparts in France, who
retired in their fifties with honour
and a considerable pension, they
worked through to 65 on miserable
wages, with demotion to cleaning if
their eyesight faded. But there was
status in the job. If you walked past
the engine after that final burst into
Bollington station there would be
satisfied, self-respecting smiles.

When the diesel trains took over, it
was possible to look from the
passenger area, through the cab and
down the line. Diminished by the
change, more of a projectionist now
than an actor, the driver would sit
with his hand upon alever. Unsullied
by coal dust and without a fireman
to shout to, since there was f(ar less
din and, indeed, no fireman, he
seemed a very ordinary man. Before
him, and in plain view, was a
speedometer, 70 mph itsaid, on the
stretch between Higher Poynton and
Bollington. As the diesel unils taok
the same time belween those places
as the steamers did before them,
that was a speed limit broken over
decades.

AD - affer dieselisation - a two-car unit
crosses Wellington Road

Continued on page 6




Continued from page 5

My dislike of the diesels was
compounded when at Marple Rose
Hill a middle-aged man shook his
umbrella over me before flinging it
onto the rack. All except the handle
then fell through, causing

away, then ran through Central only
added to the frustration. Basil Jeuda’s
The Macclesfield, Bollington &
Marple Railway, an admirable
account, gives the background to

begun, before the company changed
its mind, and part of it can be seen
by the houses branching off
Adlington Road, just up the hill from
the Bollington Insurance building,

the point to st rikc- me on
the forehead. “Damned
stupid, these racks,” was all
the newcomer said, as the
ink from the homework on
my lap ran down the page.
Upon such incidents do
prejudices assemble: if this,
the smooth diesel age -
much promoted at the time
- was attracting a new class
of traveller on the trains, |
did not care for them much.
And Marple Rose Hill was
where they got on.

Sure enough, while the line from
Bollington was to be closed, the
portion beyond Marple remains
open to this day. The reasoning was
suspect. While the lesser lines had
to be disposed of, because they lost
money, the busier lines stayed open
despite, in proportion, losing more
money still. Rose Hill station stands
on the fault line of this philosophy.

Bollington station on the last day of
operation, in fanuary, 1970.

The history of the Great Central and
North Staffordshire Joint Railway, to
give its one-time litle, was often one
nl muddle; and nowhere more so
than at Macclesfield itself.

There passengers wishing to travel
onwards had to foot it through the
streets from Central station, terminal
point from Bollington, to Macclesfield
Hibel Road, where the expresses for
Stoke and London preferred to stop.
That these trains, as they accelerated

Could you recognise this place now? A view looking
northward on what is now the Middlewood Way,
near Grimshaw Lane.

this mess. Only by 1960 had the
necessary reorganisation taken place,
when Central, in a modernised form,
became Macclesfield’s only station.
Ten years later the Bollington line
was closed anyway, so it was all a
waste of lime.

The line through Bollington opened
in 1869, so lasting almost exactly
100 years. Had a different proposal
been followed up,
it might never
have gone 10

Manchester at all,
but to Sheffield,
by way of Pott
Shrigley and
Chapel-en-le-
Frith. Two other
possibilities never
came lo pass.
One was the
construction of an
embankment
rather than the 23-
arched viaduct we
know so  well.
Bollington’s Board
of Health shot that one down, fearful
of enclosing the River Dean - which
acted as the local sewer - and the
swampland where the Recreation
Ground now lies. Bollington historian
George Longden , who points this
out in The Industrial Revolution in
East Cheshire - Six Themed Walks
{an excellent paperback crying out
for a reprint) also told me of another
proposition. This was to build the
station where Bollington’s Art Centre
is located. A street to that point was

The railway, in my

memory, was reliable,
even if the timetabling sitself
was rotten. The last train
from Manchester left on
weekdays not long after

10.30, with the concession
on Saturclays of a departure
twenty-odd minutes later.
Of course, if you missed
the last train to Bollington,
there was always the
midnight express to
London, stopping at
Macclesfield, and peopled
more or less evenly by people
desperate for a kip and Scotsmen
wishing Lo sing.

From the last train into Bollington,
often, | would be the only passenger
heading up the path across Hawthorn
Road, and the porter, on taking my
licket, would ask if | could put out
the gas-lights. There were three of
these, turned off by reaching up
beside the mantles. The pipe that
supplied them still sticks out of the
ground, just beside the gate on the
pathway by the bridge. Rusty and
bent, itseems the only station artefact
surviving the installation of the
Middlewood Way. “Wouldyou mind
putling out the lights?” On January
5, 1970, when the Bollington line
was closed, the lights went out for
good. JL

The way (o an intended station,
branching off Adlington Road. The other
- side of the sireet was never buill.
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HOLMES~NADEN

INDEPENDENT ESTATE AGENTS

A professional and personal service, from open
market appraisal to completion of property sales

* Open 7 days a week
* Free open market appraisal
w Independent financial advice available

Bollington Office: 78 Palmerston Street, Bollington, SK10 5PW
Telephone: 01625 560535
Presthury Office: The Village, Prestbury SK10 4DS
Telephone: 01625 828254

BOLLINGTON

LEISURE CENTRE

FuLLy EQUIPPED GYM & FITNESS CENTRE
20M SWIMMING POOL
SWIMMING LESSONS FOR 3 YEAR OLDS TO ADULTS
HEALTH CENTRE WITH SAUNA AND HIGH PRESSURE SUNBED
BEAUTY TREATMENTS, MASSAGE, REFLEXOLOGY & CHIROPODY
AEROBICS AND OTHER FITNESS CLASSES
2 HI6H QUALITY, COMPETITION SQUASH COURTS
CHILDRENS SOFTCENTRE
FULLY LICENSED BAR AND FUNCTION ROOMS

Chr’is Dlanjl Denjfcll LC[[)
DENTURE REPAIRS

2nd Floor,Adelphi mill,Grimshaw lane,Bollington
Tel. 01625 560881

—
OLDBURY & CRUICKSHANK
OPTICIANS
\ 69 Fickford Street 10 Congleten Rood

Mocelesfield, SK17 60 Sandboch, CNT1 0DA
Tel: 01625415002 Tal: 01270766870
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MM 88 Palmerston Street,
Ballington

4 Cheshire

Italian Restaurant SK10 5PW

Lunch & Dinner: Tuesday-Friday Dinner only; Saturday

FULL A-LA-CARTE MENU

Available at all times

BAR LUNCHES £5.70

FESTIVE PARTY MENU
3 Courses - only £19.75

For Reservations Tel: 01625 573898
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Grocery Fruit & Veg.
Dairy Produce Off Licence
Cigareites Bread / Cakes

Village Store

High Street, Bollington

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
8am - 10pm

THORNEYCROFT
Co

s o b e T g RS

CONVEYANCING DIRECT
Fixed Price
[Home convevancing
NO SALE - NO FEE
FOR CONVEYANCING AUTOQUOTE

www.thorneyerofts.co.uk

FREEPHONE: 0500-344220

Cheshire’s
leading insurance
consultants.

'The
Bollington
Group

The Bollington Group Limited, Palmerston House, Bollington
Macclesfield, Cheshire SK10 5PW.

Adlington House, Adlington Road Bollington, Macclesfield,
Cheshire SK10 5HQ.

TELEPHONE: 01625 574342 FAX: 01625 574879




é BOLLINGTON

OCTOBER

Tuesday 30" 7.15pm

ALPHA COURSE TASTER SESSION
Lowther Street Church Hall,

. This course offers a chance to explare
the basics of Christian Faith through
ten thought provoking sessions,
Contact Emily White on 572237

NOVEMBER

Saturclay 3 8.00pm

THE EAGLE JAZZ BAND

Arts Centre. The third visit of this
much-loved band. Tickets £5,
Tel. 575287 / 574410

Sunday 4", 12 noon - 3.00pm
BODGE IT

Nelson Pitt Visitor Centre, Higher
Poynton. Get there on your bikes from
Bolly, See the ancient art of turning
green wood on a pole lathe. See logs
being turned into legs (for chairs).
Organised by the Middlewood Way
Rangers. Tel. 573998

Tuesday 6" 7.75pm

ALPHA COURSE

Lowther Street Church Hall. Explore
the meaning of life! First of ten
sessions. See 30 Oct. Tel. 572237

Thurscday 8", 8.00pm
QUIZ NIGHT
Red Lion. St. Johns” School PiA.

Friday 9" 7.30pm

FAIR TRADE

Arts Centre. A talk about Traideraft in
India. Come & buy fairly-traded goods.
Tickets £1 Tel. 575287 / 573413,

Sunday 11" 10.30am

REMEMBRANCE PARADE

Memorial Gardens. Parade starts at Kay
Melzler car park. Those Laking part:
Bollington Brass Band, British Legion,
Scouts, Guides, Brownies and Cubs

Sunday 11" 8.00pm
REMEMBRANCE CONCERT
Methadist Church. A concert with
Bollington Brass Band and Poynton
Male Voice Choir.

Friclay 16" 8.00pm

LOCAL WILDLIFE

Arts Centre. A talk by David Tolliday to
mark the opening of his exhibition of
Wildlife Photography. Tickets £2, £1
{cones). Tel. 576715, Exhibition open
Sundays 2-4 except Dec 2™ & 231,

Friday 76" 8.30pm

BOLLINGTON FOLK CLUB

Upstairs at the Dog & Parlricge. Derek
Gifford, singer and musician headlines,
plus others from the floor. The Folk
Club meets every Friday. A small
charge is made at the door. Contact
Arthur Wakefield on 573596

Saturday 17 8.00pm

“EMILY DICKINSON AND 1”

Arts Centre. An actress decides to write
a play about her favourite poet, and
finds herself on an unexpected
journey. Presented by Lynchpin
productions. Tickets: £6, £4 (concs).
Tel. 575287 / 573413.

Sunday 18" 7.00pm

WILLIAM BLAKE — ARTIST & POET
Arts Centre. A lecture by Cecil Davis.
Tickets £3. Tel. 573494

Saturday 24" 1.30 — 3.30pm
WILDLIFE EXPLORERS

Arts Centre. Make bird food & nesting
boxes with David Tolliday. Free event.

Sunday 25", 1.30pm

COPPICE CARVERY

Poynton Coppice car park. Get there
along the Middlewood way from Bolly.
See how logs can be turned into
dolphins (0 they tell us — Ed.)
Organised by the Middlewood Way
Rangers. Tel. 573998

Friday 30th, 7.30pm

ST. ANDREWS NIGHT DANCE

Arts Centre. With Ploughmans supper,
music and dancing. In aid of NSPCC.
Tickets £6.00 from the Pharmacy or
Tel, 575427 / 572864

DECEMBER

Saturday T 2.00pm —4.00pm
COFFEE AND MINCE PIES

St. John's School, Grimshaw Lane. A
social event with a Christmas theme.
Christmas goods on sale and a visit
from Father Christmas. Tel. 572025

Sunday 2°* 4.30 & 7.30pm

MR SCROOGE & THE LITTLE
MATCH GIRL

Arts Centre. Bollington’s Children’s
Music Theatre — A Victorian double
bill. Tickets and info. from 0161-427
2870 or |'Itt[g:a"lJr

www. bemt.urldlife.com/

0

Saturday 8" 8.00pm

BOLLINGTON CHAMBER CONCERTS
Arts Centre. CALICHE play haunting
music from South America. Hear about
it’s origins and take the opportunity to
look at an impressive array of
instruments. Tickets £10 & £3 (concs).
Tel. 560355 / 575287,

Sunday 9" 10.00am - 3.00pm
HEDGELAYING

Somewhere on the Middlewood Way.
Learn about the ancient craft of layering
a hedge. Have a go, even if you've
never touched a billhook in your life.
For info contact the Middlewood Way
Rangers. Tel. 573998

Fricay 14" 6.30pm

BOLLINGTON FOLK CLUB
Upstairs at the Dog & Partridge. lan
Bruce the Scottish singer songwriter,
plus others from the floor. The Folk
Club meets every Friday. A small
charge is made at the door. Contact
Arthur Wakefield on 573596

Sunday 16" 12 noon — 3.00pm

BODGE IT AGAIN

Nelson Pitt Visitor Centre, Higher
Poynton. Get there on your bikes from
Bolly. A second chance to see the
ancient art of woodturning and the use
of a pole lathe. Organised by the
Middlewood Way Rangers. Tel. 573998

Sunday 76 8.00pm

CHRISTMAS CONCERT
Methodist Church. Bollington Brass
Band. Contact Roger Johnson on
6138571

Monday 24" 6.30pm

CAROLS AROUND THE CHRISTMAS
TREE

Town Hall. Come and join Bollington
Brass Band with Christmas Eve carol
singing around the tree. All welcome.




EVENTS

Tuesday 25" 12.00noon
BOLLINGTON BRASS BAND
White Nancy. Bollington Brass Band
playing a special Christmas Day
concert (of sorts), Work up a hunger
for the Turkey. All Welcome.

JANUARY

Friday 4* also 5,6,7,9,70,11,12.
7.00pm - 5,6,7 2.00pm

SLEEPING BEAUTY

Arts Centre. Bollington Festival Players.
Tickets £5, £3 (cones) Family tickets
also available. Tel. 572527

Friclay 18" — February 27

WEAVING EXHIBITION

Arts Centre. An exhibition by Lorna
Cloke, Weaver in Residence at the Silk
Heritage Museum,

Saturday 26" 8.00pm

JOHNSTON STRING QUARTET

Arts Centre, This brilliant young quartet
will play music by Hayden, James
MacMillan and Mendelssohn. Tickels
£10, £3 {concs) Tel. 560355 / 575287

FEBRUARY

Saturday 2 8.00pm

JAZZ AT THE ARTS CENTRE
Chicago Teddy Bears. Tickets £5.
Tel. 574410 / 575287

Saturday 9" 7.30pm

RURAL VOICES

Arts Centre. The Rural Touring
Netwark with Kala Sangram present a
evening of south Asian storytelling with
dance and music in which local stories
are told alongside those from Asian
mythology. An evening for all the
familiy. Tickets: £5, £3 (concs) £12
{family} Tel. 575287 573413

Saturday 23 8.00pm

BOLLINGTON CHAMBER
CONCERTS

Arts Centre. The Caractacus String
Quarlet with members of the Galliard
Wind Ensemble. The programme will
include a rare opportunity to hear
Schuberts” Octet in F Maj. Tickets £10,
£3 (concs). Tel. 560355 / 575287,

MARCH

Saturday 2" 8.00pm

MART RODGER MANCHESTER JAZZ
Arts Centre. Back by popular demand.
Tickets £5 Tel. 574410 / 575287

Sunday 3™ — Sunday 17%
BOLLINGTON ARTS GROUP
Arts Centre. Exhibition

Wednesday 13% — Saturday 76"
BOLLINGTON FESTIVAL PLAYERS
Arts Centre. Spring Production — to be
announced later!

BUDDING MUSICIANS WANTED

BRITISH LEGION CORPS OF DRUMS
(Bollingtan) is looking for Buglers, Drummers
and flute players to join the band or for anyone
Keen and willing to learn these instruments,
For details contact Keith Gaskell Tel. 575157

Burning Babylon

in Bollington

The Bollington Arts Centre’s new season opened in
style on September 1% with the official launch of
“Burning Babylon”, the latest book of poetry from
local poet, Michael Symmons Roberts. This was a
world premiere and.here in Bollington!

In “Burning Babylon” Roberts draws
upon his own experience of growing
up alongside a United States'Air
Force base thatwas the prime nuclear
target in England in the last years of
the Cold War. Hissequence of linked
poems charts the rise and fall of
Greenham Common Missile Base.
Uniquely, Roberts” poems tell the
story of a community who just
happened to occupy a very public
spot in history. And it's haunting
stuff- both poetry and history — as
the audience at the Arts Centre will
testify.

A large audience enjoyed the rare
opportunity of listening to exciting
modern poetry, challenging but
accessible, read aloud by its creator.
Roberts interspersed his reading of
selected poems from “Burning
Babylon” and an earlier collection,
“Raising Sparks”, with deft sketches
of the key ideas and circumstances
that inspired particular pieces.

Later, he braved a question and
answer session, engaging honestly
with his audience in a discussion of
his experience of the mysteries and
practicalities of writing, of artistic
integrity, of collaboration...the
conversation could have continued
all night.

‘Strange Meeting’ is from ‘Burning Babylon’ by Michael Symmons Roberts
Published by Jonathon Cape, price £8. (by kind permission of the author)

“Burning Babylon” is a significant

artistic achievement for this
Bollington poet. His poetry reading
was a fine way to start the Arts
Centre’s autumn programme.

Strange Meeting -

“l am the enemy you killed, my friend.”
Wilfred Owen

In accordance with the armistice
a Russian MIG could drop

- at barely two hours notice -

on the peaceful plains of Berkshire

Se Soviet inspectors could
confirm the silos emptiness
could stamp, slap, shout,
to check the echo’s fullness

could comb the place for hide or hair
of Cruise, tell-tale signs of .t"ﬁdfft'ﬁ
recent mowes, the warm prints

of missiles in their midden

Of course, the real deal was

a quick stroll through the silos,
then the finest wines, a junket
bilingual toasts to absent friends.

Next morning back to Russia
with sore heads and a plane full
of deadly contraband: Pepsi,

Hustler, Levis, Springsteen, Bud
\_ PLING J




The Belgrade A
Country House Hotel

Jm'!’i.\emzme. Bollingten, Nr. Macelesfield, Cheshire SKI10 380
Tel:01625 573246 Feoe: 01625 5747971

Christmas Party - Dinner, Disco & Aecommodation
Saturday 29 December - Only £23)
Dinner & Dance James Bond & Casino Night
5 course Meal & Disco In aid of the MAST appeal
Friday 91l November- £16.50 Sutrrduy 10th Novewmher
Christmas Party Nights
Dinner & Disco every night thronghout December

A girin e e

Lunches Served every Sunday
SHIONLY L1093 per persen jor a 5 Course traditional Swiday Linch
Dinner served every evening

e 7000 o S 3o fn o "3 B Restanivant.

To make a reservation or for a copy ol a menu please contact us on 01625 STEMV

M. CHADWICK
¥ ¥

NEWSAGENTS &
LocAL LOTTERY AGENTS

Home delivery of
Newspapers & Magazines
Seven days a week

70 Palmerston Street
Tel: 572306

MONDAY TO FRIDAY

Ingersley Yale, Bollington SK10 58P
Tel. 01625 574508 Fax: 01625 576248

REPLACEMENT WINDOWS

-id CHARTERED SURVEYORS
0 LAND & ESTATE AGENTS
i . AUCTIONEERS & VALUERS
. michael
s, 2 Henshall Road Bollington Cheshire SK10 5HX
Telephone Bollington (01625) 5756578
- Fax Bollington (01625) 576713
GO e-mail michaelhart@lineone.net
o FREE pre-sale valuations & advice
Full property letting & management service
J -J °J . All types of surveys and valuations undertaken
From our own LOCAL FARMS Independent mortgage advice
for Beef Pork & Lamb L . . _
Palmerston Street, Bollington: 572202 Slaughterhouse: 572012 Visit our web site at http://uebsite.lineone.net/-michaelhart
114 Wellington Road: 573172 5 Fountain Place. Poynton: 872154 hlso at:- 35 Park Lane Paynton Cheshire SK12 1RE Telephone (01625) 876331
FULLY LICENCED OPENING TIMES
Homie cooked 7 Tites, - _Frr'_ 12.__?‘!’} -ﬁ.tl(!prn
J nA . H E N U LTY LUNCHES COUN{]TR}Y Sat 5';gg_fé,;{i};i.][)ﬂprn_
UPVC & JOINERY MANUFACTURERS SNACKS Vi Closed Mondays Except Bank Holidays
- | — HOT & COLD MEALS {_A . — —
) = = AFTERNOON TEAS . Spuley Lane, Pott Shrigley, Rainow
Soft & Hardwood Windows, Doors == > % ;
Consevatories, Porches etc. — 2_5—5“3 i 4 HIGH TEAS Tel: 01625 573357
Phone or call in for free quote Fg“‘:t 0
- no obligation. A . —— é
= 4
G e = Marie dnn

HAIRDRESSER
9, Grimshaw Lane, Bollington

Tel. Bollington 572495

4 )

Phiilip Dooley

Your Hi-Fi & Video Specialist
with

Expert Advice & Personal Assistance

106 Mill Street, Macclesfield
Tel. 01625 264666 or 423158

Phil’s Chimney
Sweep

¥z CLEAN, PROMPT, RELIABLE SERVICE
¥z SURVEY AND ESTIMATE FOR SWEEP
Y2 GUTTER MAINTENANCE

d2 CHIMNEY STACKS -REPOINTING, CAPPING
AND UNBLOCKING

Over 20 years experience
Full insurance cover on all work

Tel/Fax: 01625 573529 Mobile: 07970 934126

e-mail: ps.com@yvirgin.net




Letters
to the Editor

“A Boating Visitor’s

View of Bollington”

As one approaches bridge 28 coming from Macclesfield
into Bollington you are more likely than not to have

stones thrown at you from the bridge and then spat be
on!

As you approach the Adelphi Mill to moor, you step off
your boat into a pile of dog-muck. The towpath there is
untidy and unkempt and not very welcoming. Shortly
after you've tied up during the school holidays you will
be treated all day long to a parade of little fishermen
aged around 7 or 8 years old who sit screaming and
shouting all day long; their language is appalling. Fxxx

ing this and other four letter words. If you tell them to
keep their voices down you are told to Fxxx off.
Amazingly they manage to catch endless fish not many
of which survive to be put back into the water. They
go home leaving litter and dead fish on the tow-path.

Come nightfall, at weekends, you are treated to the
older hooligans who frequent the Adelphi Car Park
next to the canal. They shout and bawl all night long,
then go off, smash up the Groundwork Trust (that was)
windows. Then they go down Grimshaw Lane, bang
and smash wing mirrors on the parked cars and then
scratch them all. Welcome to Bollington.

The answer is:

1. Gel youths doing community service to landscape and
cut the grass on the towpath and clean the litter up.

2. Get no dog fouling signs up and dog loo bins

(5%

. Open a Police Station in Bollington and get local
police to patrol day and night.

They always said “I lived in cloud cuckoo land”.
Disgruntled Boater!

(Is this a picture of Bollington that others recognise?
What do others think? How about some of our young
anglers commenting- Ed.)

E

' 94% Of Households in Bollington

Prepared to Let Shops Die? -
Was Shopping Survey a Farce?

I read with interest the results of your Bollington
Shopping Survey, which | also participated in.
Although this makes interesting news, a 6% response
rate is not scientifically representative of the views of
the community.

I was dismayed to read that 58% of your respondents
would like to see a medium sized supermarket in the
town. | wonder where this might be?

In nearby Whaley Bridge, a beautiful field next to the
canal is being destroyed in the debatable ‘need’ for a
supermarket when they already exist in New Mills and
Chapel. | suspect a developer might have a similar
view for Bollington. )

Although [ support the development of brown field
sites, | am totally opposed to the loss of our beautiful
countryside and village heritage, which attracted me 10
Bollington in the first place.

You ask where a small shopping centre should be sited.
| don’t believe we need a small shopping centre carving
up our green fields. 1t is the existing shops that we
need to save, and they would almost certainly be put
out of business by a new shopping centre/supermarket.

Cathy Theaker

(Shops and shopping clearly bring out passions with
both our writers and readers. Other responses are
welcomed - Fd)

PRIZE CROSSWORD
SOLUTION

The winner of the crossword competition was Mr
D. Batterton of Cedarway. He won the tickets to the
‘Last Night of the Tatton Proms Concerl’ donated
by Performing Arts Management. The response was
very good with over 20 correct entries received.
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BRASS BAND MOVE ON UP!

The two events that most sum up the community spirit in Bollington
are the Remembrance Sunday March to and Service around our
Cenotaph and then joyous carol singing around the tree, outside the
Town Hall, on Christmas Eve. These events are made particularly

special because of the stirring sound of Bollington Brass Band.

Well they have just moved home -
thanks to the generosity of a local
businessman! The Band's lease of
the Adelphi Mill Lodge, where they
have been for the last four years, was
due to expire in September of this
year. With no suitable premises
available it looked as though they
would have to re-locate outside the
village or be ‘out on the streets’.

It was then that Ted Clunn, Managing
Director of Land and Cily properties,
stepped in. Ted had g
attended one of the
Band's concerts, hearc
about their plight, and
generously offered to
allow them to use
premises at Clarence
Mill — rent-free — for

the next twelve §
months. After a
busy week, moving
equipment, music and
instruments, the Band
eventually took possession
of the old “Toads” nightclub at

the end of August. Band Chairman
Roger Johnson expressed his

spectators, an audience

gratitude to Mr Clunn,
but stressed that the Band
are still looking for a
permanent home: “Ted's
wonderful gesture has
secured our immediate
future and we are
extremely grateful to him
for his generosity.
However, we are still
hopeful of having
permanent premises of
our own, and would
welcome any similar offers of help.”

The Band have also just appointed a
new Musical Director — Peter
Christian. Peter has been playing in
brass bands sinee he was 9 and hasa
huge experience, playing with s
several different bands including the
prestigious Black Dyke Mills Band
winning many National and
European titles with them. Peter then
decided to concentrate his talents
on conducting. Early successes with
the Marple “B" and
Chapel-en-le-Frith
bands culminating
in being invited Lo
conduct Strabane
Concert  Brass,
whom he led to
two Irish National
Championships,
before accepting
the offer to conduct
Bollington Brass
Band in August of
this year,

The Senior Band
meel every Monday and
Thursday from 8pm till
10pm and welcome new
musicians  or  just

is always appreciated.
There is also a Novice
Band that meets from 6
till 6.30 pm on Mondays
and a Training band that
meets from 6.45 till 7.45.
Bringing on new talent is
an important part of the
Bands’ ethos.

We wish Peter the very best. The
Bollington Brass Band contributes
much to our town, entertaining us at
so many events and also providing
great opportunities for youngsters
who want to learn an instrument
and play with others, To many of us
they provide a vibrant soundtrack to
life in Bollington.

For more information contact Roger
Johnson on 613851 RJ

STOP PRESS - Peters’ magic seems
to be working already. On Sunday
22nd September, whilst competing
in the Buxton Entertainments
Contest, the band came a creditable
second overall, and the percussion
section were judged best on day -
congratulations!

(Check the ‘What's On pages for
forthcoming chances to see (and hear!)
Bollington Brass Band in action)

The Band pictured last year, under the previoius
musical director, Tim Power.
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LONG %
WAY TO GO!

A group of early birds were sighted walking up
Grimshaw Lane, Bollington. They have came from the
canal to have a gander (! hope there are no more like this,
Il go quackers! — Ed) at the new pond in St John's
School playing field on Grimshaw Lane just before the
official opening on Sunday 8™ July 2001.

The idea began with a playground design competition for
the pupils of St. John's School. Many of the designs
included a water feature and so it was agreed that this
would be ‘Phase 1" of a Grand Plan to redevelop part of
the playground.

National Lottery funding was obtained to get the project
started and scale plans were drawn up. As Groundforce
were unavailable, Groundwork was called in to help and
a pond was created. The Groundwork Trust obtained a
source of plants and we were well on the way to attracting
wildlife into the school grounds.

Beautiful customised tree seats have been supplied by
the wood skills services at the drop in centre. The children
use these to sit and observe nature or just chat.

The children worked with a willow weaver to create
willow seats funded by the Cheshire Building Society.
These seats are now sproutingl The Urban Rangers helped
the children build nest boxes and a bird table, which was
soon discovered by the local birds. Vegetable seeds sown
sown by the children in raised planters are now doing so
well that all visitors to the garden go away with as many
pea plants as they can carry!

The pond was stocked with creatures from neighbouring
ponds and a rockery of local stone formed the perfect
backdrop.

So there we have it, a watering hole for ducks, so they're
not completely quackers to be walking up Grimshaw
Lane, just checking out the new facilities!

Phase 2 will be an outdoor classroom gazebo, any
donations or offers of help can be sent to the school.

Pictured (L to R) Nicholas fenkins, Lee Berry, Jeanette fenkins
(P.A. Chair) Paula Revill (Groundwork), Suzanne fenkins, David
Dooley, Elizabeth Wild (almost hidden) and Daniel fones.

KERRIDGE QUEST

Readers of Bollington Live! will probably have already

heard about the Kerridge Ridge and Ingersley Vale
project, which is being funded by the Local Heritage
Initiative (Lottery funds being administered through
the Countryside Agency). The project is being co-
ordinated by Bollington resident, Hilary Trodd of the
Groundwork Trust on Grimshaw Lane.

The aim of this novel project is to identify, safeguard and
enhance the ecological, historical and landscape features
of the area between Rainow and Bollington. That is the
area outlined on the map, which includes the White
Nancy and Kerridge Ridge, Savio House and grounds,
Hough Hole House and the farmland and footpaths in
the valley of the river Dean. At this stage information is
being gathered and we need your help to find out as
much as we can about the history of the area, which
contains many features of the early industrial revolution
and of quarrying. George Longden, a well-known local
historian, is putting together the history of the area in a
report for the project steering group.

Some of the older residents of Bollington may well have
old photographs, press articles or just memories of the
area and if you do please telephone Hilary on 572681 or
call in at the Groundwork offices on Grimshaw Lane.

= =
A correction to sponsors
FRIENDLY GIANTS

One of our sponsors called to say that we had printed their
name wrongly. It got me wondering “Who are they?”. A
little internet searching soon found the answer; “Friendly
Giants Ltd - Developers of games, desktop toys and weh
aware applications for the internet, mobile phones, digital
TV and handheld devices”. They are hased in the Adelphi
Mill. Check them out at www.friendlygiants.com.

8-




From Berrechid
to Bollington . . .

The Meridian looks as it has always looked from the
oulside, an honest Bollington pub. The only exterior
signs of changes afoot are the new coat of paint, and a
front door colour scheme which is rather brighter than
most in Bollington. The interior design is of a similarly
vibrant nature, utilising lime green, aquamarine and
terracotta in a dazzling riot of colour. This is certainly
not the Meridian of old.

The Meridian is one
of Bollington’s oldest
pubs, and the
interior still remains
a maze of small
rooms, now all
brightly painted, yet
still retaining
character, with the
black and white Liled
floor of the entrance,
the bare floorboards and rugs in the lounge, and stone

The Meridian, c1910.
Notice the mock tudoring, clearly
pubs were ‘themed” even then.

flags in the side passageway. These features have always -

made The Meridian special.

Il is however the food which makes The Meridian different,
perhaps unique. The Ryad Moroccan Restaurant uses the
three front rooms, and at the weekend it is advisable to
book in advance. Word of mouth has spread quickly and
positively about the food, and on my visit, | was not
disappointed. The most intriguing choice on the menu
was Sefa, a chicken dish, topped with tagine, icing sugar,
cinnamon and almonds, so Sefa it was, following a starter
of spicy sizzling prawns, which arrived in an earthenware
dish, and as it said on the menu, were indeed sizzling and
spicy. The main course was full of flavours, and again
arrived piping hot, straight from the kitchen - no warming
up in the microwave here.

Thankfully, the Meridian is still a pub, with the main
lounge room dedicated to the purpose of drinking. Good
beer it is t6o, with Yorkshires Black Sheep Best Bitter as
the regular real ale at a reasonable price, and a soon to be
arriving guest beer - Greene King [PA was mentioned. It is
good that some of Bollington’s pubs are beginning to
experiment with different beers; The Poachers, Church

House and now The Meridian, offer a wide variety of real
ales within easy walking distance of one another. Not a
pub crawl, | prefer to call it a real ale ramble, it sounds far
more civilised!

The Meridian is owned and run by Diane and Keith
Vaughan, Keith is from the former Rhodesia (now
Zimbabwe), while Diane is English, and the couple met in
South Africa where they previously ran a pub. The chef,
of course, is from Morocco and a friendly welcome is to
be had whether just enjoying a drink or visiting for the
food. | definitely recommend doing both.  Barrechid to
Bollington? Marrakech at the Meridian? Try it, and see for
yourself. AH

(It would be too much to hope that the Bollington Live!
campaign for diversity in our pubs is having an effect,
nonetheless it is pleasing that the steel shutters that
adorned the Meridian (and the front cover of Bolly Live!)
- _have been removed to reveal
THE ; — such an innovative venture.
MERID’& Bollington is lucky to have
e e ;N_ some dedicated restaurants,
St and several pubjrestaurants
r— like the Meridian. All seemingly
find sufficient clientelé, Is this
another sign  of the
gentrification process that is
steadily overtaking our town?
Since the last issue of
Bollington Live! Several new
businesses have started up. We have a new delicatessen
and hairstyling salon, but the loss of Pearnies is sad. It is up
to us to assure the success of these new businesses. Co
down and get some black olives and salamil - Ed)

BIRD SURVEY

The Macclesfield RSPB carry out
an annual garden bird survey which
is a popular and important event
running from autumn till spring.
They want to find out how much of
a paradise our gardens in
Bollington really are.

From previous records returned from
Bollington, forty-four different
species of birds have been recorded.
Great spotted woodpeckers,

nuthatches, long-tailed tits, brilliant
finches such as bullfinches,
greenfinches and chaffinches have
all been spotted in gardens. Along
the canal, heron, moorhens and
mute swans can be seen, as well as
our ever-present neighbours, the
feisty and opportunist mallard.

However, we think there are many
more species to be counted around
Bollington. By completing a weekly
tick list over the winter and spring
you can help provide a more
accurate indication of Bollington’s

birds. It will also help to tell us what
is happening to sparrows, starlings,
thrushes, wagtails and wrens, once
common but becoming increasingly
scarce. This is something that all the
family can get involved with.and you
will probably be surprised at the
number of different species of birds
you notice.

If you can help then please send a
SAE to Peter Kirk (our local RSPB
group Leader) Field Rise, Dumbah
Lane, Bollington, SKT105AB. RK

1 =




WEST BOLLINGTON POST OFFICE

on Wellington Road - your local car tax office

Now Open:

Mon to Fri: 9.00am to 5.30pm  Sat: 9.00am to 12.30pm

Superh Greetings Cards & Stationery
Toys & Gifis for afl occasions
Chifdren’s Books & Local Maps

MAJOR STORES’ GIFT TOKENS

* Fax Bureau * Dry Cleaning * Cash’s Name Tapes *

63 Wellington Road Bollington Macelesfield SK10 SHT
Tel/Fax: 01625 572378

CHERYL EVANS wucr
Complimentary Therapis!
Cheryl offers you these alternative treatments:

REFLEXOLOGY * AROMATHERAPY * REIKI
INDIAN HEAD MASSAGE * HOPI EAR CANDLES

Tel. 01625 575089 or: 07879 261813

ORDER NOW FOR CHRISTMAS

Time to order your Personalised Christmas Cards and Calendars.

Massive range of Charity Cards.
Cards & Stationery manufactured to order - Ask for details.

Original Design & Quality Printing  Volume Digital Photocopying
Wedding, Commercial & Domestic Stationery  Print Finishing, Binding & Booklet Making
Posters and Promotional Material  Word Processing and Office Services  Fax & E-mail
The Old Stables, Queen St., Bollington, Macclesfleld, Cheshire SK10 5PS
Tel. 01625 574828 Fax: 01625 574025
Web: www.bollingtonprintshop.coik  e-mail: sales@bollingtonprintshop.co.uk

K & S BUILDERS
for all building services

Home extensions and general property repairs

FREE QUOTATIONS: 572861

A PRESTBURY
EJN [ RSERIES

Quality Garden Plants and Sundries
London Road, Prestbuwry, Macclesfield, Cheshive SK10 4DY
Tel: 01625 828748

| ® Unrivalled personal service

GLASS ENGRAVERS

Proprietor: G.R.Lane

15 Cedarway, Bollington Cheshire SK10 5NR
Tel: 0800 0740400 - Fax: 01625 576330

www.crystalengraving.co.uk
e-mail: enquiries@crystalengraving.co.uk

N o

EAST CHESHIRE 162

For Landlords who require.... Pf/ {7/ AT s Ly

® Full range of services

® Reliahle Advice

* Compefitive Fees & NO VAT
* [Dependable Tenants

= A Firm that ONLY léts & manages RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY

For Tenants who seek....
o The BEST PROPERTIES in
Bollington & Macclesfield
Pi | help & advice
* Walue for Money

e e ohenrom  Tel: 01625 576287 Fax: 01625 576976

We provide the answers.
We aim to serve & delight our clients

& SUPPORT YOUR
LOCAL PHARMACY

Can't get your favourite product in the big stores?

We offer a good range of
Medicines and Toiletries but are happy
to order a single item especially for you, if we can.

ES Walter Lord Lid. +|

71 Wellington Road, Bollington  Tel: 01625 574401

Enjoy a view exclusive to you

Liberty Green
01625 562077

www.lindenhomes.co.uk

New 4 bedroom townhouses with uninterrupted views,
built in-keeping with the heritage of Bollington
and a first class specification. Now available for sale,

THE EXCITEMENT 1S BUILDING




Music ...
from the ART

Remember the old days? The music
on all the Radio Stations? Wake up
to The Kinks, have a bit of Jimi
Hendrix over breakfast, go to and
come back from work to The
Beatles and then a bit of Pink Floyd
or Jefferson Airplane as you go to
bed. Those were the days. The pity
is, no one can really remember
those days, can we? The days of
PROPER music. The chugga-
chugga days of guitar — based
bands. What have we got now?
What are our ears bombarded with
night and day? The happy clappy

sound of “pop” music.

What has happened to pop?
Producers, battling each other to
make the most synthesised artificial
sound humanly possible, have
attacked it. And Nu-metal? Old-
school metal for me, my [riends.
Metal and rock. The nice heavy guitar
of Led Zep, and Deep Purple, not
this GRO AAA AAA AA AAAAA AA
CoOO 6CGGGE HHHH HHHH
CHUGCGA CHUGGA of
“Slipknot”. What kind of a
name is Slipknot anyway¢ And
Limp Bizkit? An awful band,
with their name derived from a
floppy piece of confectionary?

Of course, there are still some
original guitar based bands about,
like Oasis, Blur, Pulp, Muse, and
(cdare | say i}, REM. But this is nol
enough!

’ .0
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The point I'm trying to make is this.
We need proper music back on. On
the TV, on the Radio, on everything.
We can do this by encouraging more
budding guitarists to come forward.
More guitarist, drummers, keyboard
players, bassists — Bollington’s a big
place, and there's got to be some
quality bands around somewhere.
Macclesfield has the right idea.

Macclesfield is a

amazing

P.N. performing at ‘Nottagefest 2001’
in the Arts Centre, last May

place full of

bands, such as The Kirkz, Lookin
and The Four Tomorrows. Why can’t
WE have something like that? Why
don’t we use The Arts Centre o
promote this type of music? It would
be like Knights Bar in Macclesfield,
or Bar Cuba. It would create a lot of
interest and revenue that the Arts
Centre so desperately needs. It could
bring the community together. Once
a week, maybe Friday or Saturday
nights (maybe both), the young and
old can gather together and swap
their knowledge of music.

This is where you come in. To make
this idea work we need PEOPLE.
People like you. You don't
necessarily have to be interested in
playing music. Not only do we need
bands, we also need other people.
Roadies, Bouncers — setting up a
music venue is a hard business, and
without people it would be nothing.
You don’t have to be into any
particular music style — you could
prefer folk to rock, or maybe blues

— the point is that without interest
being expressed, this idea can't
be put into practice.

So, if you aren't interested, or if
you just “don’t like” music, then
skip this and read somthing else.
But if you ARE interested — in live
music, then we could make it
happen. Before doing anything,
however — | need interest, Email me
at bollpete@hotmail.com, with
information on who you are, your
interests, il you're in a band, and il
not, what you could do to help.

Lovely, ta. PN

Bollington Live! gratefully acknowledges the support given by local sponsors,
who have enabled publication to continue into our eighth year:

The Editor cannot be held responsible for the opinion of
contributors or the accuracy of the events listings.
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