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This issue is my 25th as editor
of Bollington Live, it’s issue
90 in total and it’s our 30th
anniversary since the first
publication in Summer 1994.
The enthusiasm, drive, staying
power and determination of past
volunteer editorial teams and the
current team is evident in our
survival, as is the loyalty of local
businesses who have sponsored
us over the last 30 years! Thank
you to all.

If you have a passion for what's
going on in Bollington and fancy
writing an article or two, please
email me. We meet 6 times a year
in one of the pubs in Bollington
to either decide what is going in
the next issue or review the most
current issue. New members are
always welcome.

In this issue we have a lovely article
by 17-year old Naimh who drew
the beautiful butterfly on our front
cover, Malt at the printshop has
superimposed Niamh's drawing
onto a stock photo, which makes
a stunning front cover. It calls us
all to action in turning around the
huge fall in insect populations and
invites us to ‘get involved”’ in any
small way we can.

Zellingion Loel
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Will and Emerson, our other young
contributors, have been out to eat
again — | so look forward to their
food critic reviews and photos of
the food.

Please read the article about the
library and the threat of closure —
can we reverse the consultation
together? Have you joined the
library? Can you write to your MP?
Such a great resource in our town
is surely worth fighting for.

Mark and Dagmara from Knowles
Green have just hosted a wine
fair at the Arts Centre and Mark
describes how they prepared for
the event — tasting hundreds of
wines before selecting the final 84
for the wine fair. | didn't realise so
much wentinto the preparation for
such an event, but Mark started
in January!

We can look forward to the beer
festival in July and the walking
festival in September. Both evenls
have articles in this issue and both
promise to be even better than
last year!

The Arts Centre needs a new bar
manager - is this the volunteer
post for you? The bar is only open

during events {about 20 a year)
and there is a good band of bar
volunteers who staff the bar during
events.

Have you gota story to tell? Would
you like to write something for the
October issue of the magazine?
Please email me: liveeditor@
happyvalley.org.uk

Date for next
copy:

12th SEPT 24
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BOLLINGTON Al

This year’s Bollington Art Trail
was the first since 2019. With
nearly 20 local artists signed up,
we were all hoping for a really
good turn out on that first May
Bank Holiday weekend.

There was certainly a lovely variety
of exhibition spaces to be visited, as
well as a huge spectrum of different
art forms on display. Venues ranged
from the artists” own front rooms,
to separate studios, to two pubs
ithe Cotton Tree and the Turner’s
Arms) and the mills. The Arts Centre
bar space housed two artists, the
Leisure Centre accommodated
paintings in its corridors, and
Adelphi Mill had no fewer than
three enormous studios to visit,

There were two potters in the Old
Brickworks, as well as a wood
whittler and a weaver new to
Bollington who was delighted to
have the chance to make her mark
too! Also new to the Art Trail was

PRE-SCHOOL

On a gloriously sunny morning
in May, a group of intrepid little
trekkers from Allsorts Pre-School
on Grimshaw Lane scaled White
Nancy to raise money to develop
their mud kitchen and garden
allotment area. Altogether, the
children raised over £700 in
sponsorship!

At Allsorts, children take
responsibility for the outdoor area
- sweeping, tidying, planting and
composting. During the winter/
spring, children sow seeds, grow
them in the greenhouse, and
plant them in the beds; they then
carefully water them through the
summer months. All of their hard
work is rewarded when they harvest
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the Bollington Photographic Group
whowere pleased to show off their
recent competition winners on the
‘photo wall” in the Turner’s Arms.
(incidentally - a quick plug for the

photographers.... they meet every
other Thursday in the Turner’s and
go for local walks too. Follow them
on Facebook!)

The Arl Gallery in Clarence Mill
is, as you probably know, under
new management and has a new
name: ‘Northern Exposure’. The
participants all had a ball, and
thoroughly enjoyed chatting to so
many enthusiasts and art lovers,
There was also the chance for
them to make a few sales (including
cake!} and receive commissions
and orders.

It was somehow wonderfully life-
affirmingto stroll around Bollington
and soak up all the colours and
the warm sunshine - and to
be able to experience so much

and share the organically grown
produce, eating it fresh from the
Pre-school garden or taking it
home to share.

‘Don’t give up, you can do it” was
heard as the children, some as
young as 2 years, scrambled up
Kerridge Hill. When they reached
the top, the children were treated
to a picnic, before a team photo
and well-deserved play. The
determination was palpable and
the sense of community and team
spirit hearbwarming.

As an additional layer of challenge,
two older pre-school members,
Harriet and lsabel (both aged 4
years), along with Isabel’s brother
Kobi, went on to climb The

Far Left: The
“Photo Wall” and
the big screen in

the Turner’s

Left: Caroline
Constable and
visitors in Ingersley
Vale

Right: JR Oatts
on Hall Hill. jo is
an abstract artist
whose focuses on
the theme “colour

in motion’

Please visit
their gofundme
page (gofund.
me/f348787) if
you would like
to donate

artistic talent first hand. Thank
you to Heathcotes, Chadwicks,
Belfields, the Bridgend Centre,
Café Waterside and the Leisure
Centre for all kindly agreeing to
sell the trail maps, and to everyone
who helped advertise with posters
ete.

Thank you to all the artists, artisans
and makers who took part and
who worked so hard to make the
Art Trail a success — and thank you
to everyone who came from near
and far for all your support!

Claire Moreland

Nab immediately after climbing
Kerridge Hill; perhaps this is the
start of a Bollington Three Peaks
Challenge?

Allsorts Pre-school, which was
recently graded as ‘outstanding’
in all areas by Ofsted, is a small,
non-profit-making nursery that
provides care for children aged
from 2 years 6 months to 5
years, The Pre-school is run by a
committee of parents who spend
time over the year fundraising to
facilitate the improvement of both
the indoor and outdoor learning
environments,

Beth Cragg, Chair of Allsorts
Parent Committee

Bellngton Lo/ 1SSUE 90



LIBRARY CLOSURE

In the Autumn of 2023, Nigel
Macartney initiated setting up
a small group of book lovers,
‘Friends of Bollington Library’.
Nigel is a local Councillor with
a wide experience of libraries.
Although at that time the group
was not aware of any immediate
threat to our library, nationally
the news was not so good and
many branch libraries had been
closed. As local authority budgets
are subjected to more cuts,
authorities are under pressure to
spend more on social care.

The friends’ group was set up to
support our library, encourage
people to use it and join and to
highlight many services the library
provides,

in January of this year, the ‘Friends
of Bollington Library’ held their
inaugural meetingatthe Community
Centre. People were enthusiastic
and many joined the group. The first
business meeting, which took place
in the library on Saturday 23 March
waswell attended and a committee
was formed. The group was ready to
plan further fund raising and other
events. The first fund-raising event
was a book quiz in April, which was
very successful and well attended.
The friends’ group grew, and other
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events were planned.

It came very much as a surprise
when, only a few days after the
successful quiz two members of
the group learned of the proposal
made by Cheshire East Councillors
for the closure of Bollington Library
at the end of 2024. Other libraries
to be closed include Handforth,
Disley and Alderley Edge. What sets
Bollington apart is that Bollington
Town Council owns half of the
library building.

This news came as a shock, but
the threat has been met with a call
to arms. Having had knowledge
of the proposed closure in time,
‘Friends of Bollington Library’
has at least some time before the
consultation in June to inform
Bollington residents and ask for
their support for our library. Each
Saturday morning there will be a
stall set up to give out leaflets, make
residents aware of the proposed
closure and encourage people
to join the library. Many people
were unaware of the threat of
closure and are fired up to fight
for the library. The group now has
Facebook coverage thanks to Kate
Aaron, so thal we can spread the
message widely.

PLEASE DON'T LET THEM
TAKE MY LIBRARY AWAY

WE CANNOT LET THE CHESHIRE EAST COUNCIL
GET AWAY WITHIT

Join the Friends of Bollington Library
Email Jose on fobollibfigmail.com

So far, the response has been
amazing, with many offers to
deliver leaflets, promises to join
or rejoin the library, or signing
up to be a friend. Our library is
important to all of us: children,
toddlers and babies, book groups,
students, family history researchers,
the dementia group, Lego lovers
the list goes on. The wide range of
services is delivered by an amazing
team of librarians, always helpful
and friendly, and with a smile. May
| also add excellent coffee can
be purchased cheaply while you
peruse the books.

You may ask, what can | do?
You can write to vour Cheshire
East Councillors, ME or anyone
you feel would support libraries.
Join the Friends group but more
importantly, join the library; large
membership figures send a very
powerful message that should be
listened to.

Sandy Milsom, on behalf of the
‘Friends of Bollington Library’
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SELF STORAGE CONTAINERS
& WAREHOUSING

CONTAINER LOADING AND UNLOADING SERVICE FOR MORE
INFORMATION PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE OR CONTACT US

bR a iy 2 muzﬁm &:&B".ﬂu& S A T TR RNy Waw R R R S R T, SRR

ADLINGTONSTORAGE.CO.UK n/mmsrousrom: mo@mmmusrom.co.ux g omsasosas

MR LI ANDYMAN

Professional Handyman based locally

General House Maintenance
Decking * Flat Pack Assembly
Or even‘_a shelf to put up, just ask...

I take pride in my work and offer reliability

and a value for money service

Don’t hesitate to contact me for a no obligation quotation.

Tel: 01625 201002 Mobile: 07743 262138
Email: mrhandymanchris@outlook.com




BOLLINGTON WALKING

The Bollington Walking Festival
team is working hard behind
the scenes, putting together
a programme of walks for the
next Bollington Walking Festival,
which takes place on 7-15
September 2024.

lhe 2023 festival was a great
success, with a range of walks

some familiar and some new
- and excellent feedback, which
we were able to take forwards in
the creation of the 2024 festival.
With a superb new schedule, we
can’t wait to welcome everyone to
explore the wonderful countryside
of Bollington and its environs!

2024 will be our 14th festival and
we have around 30 walks planned,
and all the regular favourites are
here, including the Bear Hunt for
pre-school children, led by the
Bollington Library staff, and the
Mayor’s Boundary Walk, as well
as a variety of new excursions.
Distances range from half a mile to
twenty miles, so theres something
to suit all abilities and interests!

Why not explore the history of
the place where you live with the
Bollington Civic Society, or visit
a local hostelry, care of the
Bollington Real Ale Ramblers?
Maybe youwantto get your walking
confidence back or bag an Ethel
peak? You might have a hankering
to develop your creative skills and
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participate in the photography
competition, or maybe simply
have fun with your children or
grandchildren. You'll be sure to
find some appealing walks in the
programme for the 14th Walking
Festival.

We have included variations on
walks from last year that were
successful, including one organised
by the young people’s charity Just
Drop In, and the ever-popular
Friday evening guided walk to a
country pub with a torchlit walk
home. The team has brought
back some old favourites with the
popular canal walk, which includes
either a return or outward trip on
a barge and, of course, the cake
walks with built-in rewards!

Many of the walks are themed and
include heritage walks looking at
the history of Bollington, but of
course what the festival is really
all about is walking, so there are
plenty of opportunities throughout
the festival for those who just
want to enjoy our beautiful local
countryside with an experienced
guide for confidence and the
company of like-minded walkers.

As ever, the festival relies on the
contributions of the volunteers
who organise and lead the walks,
In addition to the organisations
already mentioned, we are grateful
to the East Cheshire Ramblers,

For updates:
www.hollington
walking
festival.co.uk

For more details,
contact the hub
of the whole
operation,
the Bridgend
Centre, on 01625
576371, www,
bridgendcentre,
org.uk

the East Cheshire Outdoor
Group and the Cheshire East
Rangers. They would welcome
you joining them before or
after the festival for walks or
other activities. A full list of the
organisations that help provide
supportand fundingto allow the
festival to go ahead can be found
on the website.

Finally, the contribution of
the Bridgend Centre is vital to
the success of the festival, in
planning, leading and hosting
walks. They run regular walks
and of course you are welcome
to visit the Centre for any of the
myriad of activities that take
place there.

Jo Maitland - Bollington
Walking Festival Team




I'm Niamh, I'm 17 and currently
studying art A-level. I have lived
in Bollington for my whole life,
so my artwork is very inspired by
the countryside. As my parents
are both scientists, I have grown
up with a keen appreciation for
the importance of understanding
and protecting the natural world,
leading to my love of insects
inspiring my entomological
artwork —as seen on this edition’s
cover — and to my desire to
showcase these creatures as a
unique and valuable aspect of the
natural world.

Most people are unaware of the
impact of insect activity in their
day-to-day lives — in fact, in an
increasingly urbanised world, most
people do not interact with them
at all. Many are terrified of them,
with these ‘creepy crawlies’” being
associated with filth, disease, and
decay. If we cannot break this
stigma surrounding insects, then
why should we expect people to
care whether these fascinating
creatures live or die?

When | first became interested
in invertebrates, it was mostly
coming from a place of ignorance,
inspired by my love of horror
stories, in which bugs often play
the antagonistic role. However,
the more [ learnt about these
fascinating creatures, the more |
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appreciated their amazing and
hugely varied adaptations, from the
glittering golden tortoise beetle; the
incredibly named, and extremely
tough, diabolical ironclad beetle;
and the improbable giraffe weevil
with a neck to match its name!

To quote the evolutionary biologist
J.B.S. Haldane: ‘The Creator, if He
exists, has an inordinate fondness
for beetles”.

Insects are invaluable for sustaining
life on earth, and their role in
the ecosystem is complex: they
are essential in crop production
as pollinators, and function as
decomposers, as well as being
the primary food source for all
manner of birds and mammals
worldwide (including, in many
cultures, humans). These creatures
evolved nearly half a billion years
ago, have survived multiple mass
extinctions, and outnumber us by
many millions to one; yet possibly
the greatest threat they face is our
reckless destruction of the planet’s
natural resources a nd environment.

The American biologist Dan Janzen
has been studying insects in Central
American for over six decades.
Of his experience he says: ‘I have
been watching the gradual and
very visible decline of Mexican and
Central American insects density
and species richness since 1953.

Photo right:
Golden tortoise
beetle

Photo bottom:
Bees in our
gardens

The house is burning’.

Butfor most people, this decline has
either gone unnoticed, or the age
of abundance was simply before
their living memory. A startling
example of this phenomenon is
the observation of insects on a
windscreen. A study conducted
by scientist Anders Pape Maller
in Denmark, in which he drove
a car down two country roads
and counted the insects found on
the windscreen, found a shocking
decline. Onroad lengths of 1.2 and
25 kms, the number of insecls on
the windscreen fell by 80% and
97%, respectively, over 20 years.
People my age have never known
anvthing different.

While many of the millions of
insect species are not ‘necessary’
for our continued existence- the
steadily decreasing biodiversity
of species found in surveyed sites
begs the question of what sort of
world we are leaving for future
generations to inherit — certainly,
a less colourful one. One study
conducted between 2008 and
2017 at 150 grassland and 140
forest sites in three regions of
Germany showed a 34% decrease
in species, as well as a 78% drop
in abundance.

Rare species are disproportionately
affected by environmental changes.
Eighty-seven percent of all plant
species require insect pollination,
includingeverything from chocolate
plants (which are pollinated by
midges) to wildflowers; these will
become rarer, if not disappear
for good, without their army of
pollinators.

When faced with these stark
statistics it's easy to feel hopeless,
but change and recovery are still
possible if we act swiftly. The
first step is awareness, and a
willingness to enact change, both
on an individual and, especially, a
systemic level.

Insects require a diverse range
of plants on which to feed and

a habitable environment. Our
countryside predominantly
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This time we are back for
Sunday brunch at The Green in
Bollington. It’s a good job we
booked as it was very busy and
we can see why. All the staff were
really helpful and friendly and the
great music gave it a good vibe.

There is a wide choice of food
or you can just pop in for coffee
four parents said the coffee was
excellent) and perhapsa cake. They
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comprises agricultural land, with
an extremely narrow range of
plant species, and where use of
herbicides and insecticides has
a devastating effect on insect
populations. Legislation has been
passed to reduce and regulate
the use of potentially dangerous
chemicals. For example, the
weed killer glyphosate — the most
widely used pesticide worldwide
— has now been regulated.
Glyphosate has been found to
reduce bees” immunity to diseases
and their homing abilities. Other
approaches to safeguard against
a total collapse in insect numbers
include encouraging biodiversity,
for example by planting a range
of insect-friendly plant species in
hedgerows, verges, gardens and
green spaces, and maintaining
the dry-stone walls that are
microhabitats for many species.

Raising awareness of this ‘insect

apocalypse’ is paramount,
including engaging in activities

ES ABOUT TOWN

were even able to make a bespoke
pudding for one of our parents.
They serve alcohol and are just
as welcoming to dogs as humans!

The food was well-presented and
we both tucked into a stack of
pancakes. One was with chocolate
and berries and the other was
with syrup, banana, pecan and
cinnamon. Both were very filling,
good value and, more importantly,

You can find out
more about how
to get involved in
the conservation
of invertebrates at
the Buglife website
~ a charity “actively
working to save
the rarest of little
animals from
bees to beetles
and worms to
woodlice”: www.
buglife.org.uk

and campaigns. Everyone can take
action — through writing to local
councils, voting for political parties
with strong environmental policies,
and voicing your concerns on social
media and in protest. Every action
counts!

| became more interested in insects
by learning about the problems
they face and using my art to
showcase these amazing creatures.
I've drawn a peacock butterfly
[on the front cover) especially for
Bollington Live as | am not allowed
to use my A-level artwork before
it is submitted. This butterfly is a
fascinating example of eyespot
mimicry. \When threatened, the
butterfly opens its wings to reveal its
four‘eves’, giving it a much greater
chance of scaringand escaping any
would-be predators.

Niamh Davies, A-level student,
Poynton High School

were amazing! They set us up for
the day! The parents had Miami
smashed avocado on sourdough
with lemon and chilli. You can even
add extras, which include smoked
salmon, hash browns, eggs and
spinach. They added the lot!

We want to thank everyone at The
Green for a lovely morning,

Emerson and Will, Year 8
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NORTHERN

After lunch at the Waterside
café in Clarence Mill, 1 have
often been drawn to visit the
wonderful art space across the
stairwell, sometimes to browse
and very occasionally to purchase
new and original artwork. 1 was
interested, on a recent visit, to
meet Mel Hood, the new owner
of this private gallery, now called
‘Northern Exposure’ (previously
‘Northern Makes’).

However, aiter browsing his own
dramatic artwork and having a brief
conversation about other pieces in
the gallery, I immediately became
interested in Mel Hood himself and
his life story. So, with my Bollington
Live hat on, | invited myself back to
have a conversation with Mel, with
the purpose of drafting this article.

As Mel proudly states, he was born
in the South {Suffolk), but raised in
the North (Manchester)! Asa young
person, going to art college was an
aim, but he was soon distracted
with his varied life experiences,
adventures, and travels.

However, art was a constant
companion, and eventually Mel
was able to re-engage in his passion
and hone his skills in various art
media.

Mel has worked and travelled
across the globe from Japan to
Colorado, Hong Kong to High Peak.
His work adorns the walls of both
corporate offices and residential
homes in the UK, France, Spain,
USA, Australia and Asia. His wark
is also displayed and sold in some
30 UK commercial galleries.
Locally, his contemporary and
inspirational work has supported
the design of high-end properties
in the Golden Triangle, ie., Alderley
Edge, Wilmslow and Knutsford. A
particular highlight of his career has
been to be an inviled entrant to La
Biennale di Venezia in 2002, with
a conceptual design,

However, Mel, his wife Jilly—a floral
designer, and owner of the business
‘Into the Garden Studio’ — and his
three well-travelled and musically
talented children are now based
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in Bollington. As well as this newly
acquired Clarence Mill gallery,
he also has a studio workshop in
Adelphi Mill.

Mel was keen to explain that
in acquiring the new gallery he
hopes to bring a new range of
diverse artwork from a plethora
of artists and that original artwork
will enlighten and speak to the
individual viewer, “hopefully
gracing a wall in their home, and
in turn creating a true reflection of
who they are!’

Inthe future, Mel has plans to hold
a series of workshops, led by some
renowned artists. The gallery will
also have at least three exhibitions
per vear, introducing new and
varied work to the buying public.

The gallery is open every
Wednesday to Saturday from
10.30am to 4pm, and on Sundays
from T1am to 3pm. When closed,
interested purchasers can call Mel
out of hours (Tel: 07768295231);
he will always be willing to discuss
his own or other artists” work.

Bollington Live wishes Mel every
success in his new venture.

Kate Gooding
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Tuesday 2 July 7pm
Yarnbombers

Bollington Knitting Network meets on
the first Tuesday of every month in The
Cotton Tree.

Information from branstondpickle@
gmail.com

Friday 5 & Saturday 6 July
Bollington Festival Players Summer
Showcase,

Arts Centre
bollingtonartscentre.co.uk

Monday 8 July 6.30pm

Bollington SciBar

Dr Kathryn Simpson from CRUK
Manchester Institute: Cancer Biomarkers
- what are they and how useful are they
in the fight against cancer?

Vale Inn.No charge, all welcome.
bollingtonscibar.co.uk

Tuesday 9 July 10am — 12 noon

Men’s Probus

Chris Cherry: War on the Western Front
1914-1919

Civic Hall

Friday 12 & Saturday 13 July

Bollington Beer Festival

The Brass Band playing family favourites
on Saturday afternoon

Arts Centre

bollingtonartscentre.co.uk

Sunday 14 july

Bollington Brass Band

Marching through Kerridge and playing
hymns for Kerridge Memorial Service

Tuesday 16 July T0am — 12 noon
Ladies’ Probus

Judy Popley: My Adventures in the
CGaldpagos Islands

Civic Hall

AUGUST

Thursday 15 August 7.30pm

Bollington and District Gardening
Club

Propagation Workshop by Zdenek
Valkoun, Head Gardener Dorothy Clive
Gardens

Community Centre

Tuesday 20 August 10am ~ 12 noon
Ladies’ Probus

President’s Charity Coffee Marning
Everyone welcome

Civic Hall

SEPTEMBER

Wednesday 4 September 7.30pm

Flix in the Stix: The Holdovers

A comedy/drama starring Paul Giamatti
Pott Shrigley Village Hall SK10 5RT
Daoors and bar open 6.30pm

Ticket prices : £4 in advance, £5 on the
door.

Tickets from Anthea Wilkinson tel
01625 573538 email pottilix@gmail.
com ’

Saturday 7 — Sunday 15 September
Bollington Walking Festival

Bollington Walking Festival runs for 9
days and has a wide range of guided
walks. There’s something for everyone,
including routes from a quarter of a
mile to 20+. The walks are all across
the Bollington area and beyond and
include themed routes, historical, family
and dog friendly

Saturday 7 September
Jazz Club

Arts Centre
bollinglonartscentre.co.uk

Sunday 8 September 2pm ~ 6pm

Art Exhibition

Exhibition apen every Sunday up to and
including 6 October.

Arts Centre

bollingtonartscentre.co.uk

Monday 9 September 6.30pm
Bollington SciBar

Tom Darnell: Geophysical mapping
of the ocean floor using autonomous
survey vessels

Vale Inn. No charge, all welcome.
bollingtonscibar.co.uk

Tuesday 10 September 10am —12 noon
Men’s Probus
Civic Hall

Tuesday 10 September 7.45pm —
9.30pm

Bollington Festival Choir, 60 years old
this year

Choir meets to start its exciting new
season, beginning with Baroque
Christmas Masses based on French and
Czech folk carols. New singers always
welcome without audition,

Ring 01625 511881
wwiw.bollfestchoir.org.uk

ADVERTISE YOUR EVENT

Don’t forget ... if your organisation would like to advertise an event in November,
December, January or February please email livedates@happyvalley.org.uk  Deadline
for the next edition is 12 September.

All dates and times were correct when we went to print, Apologies if things have
changed and we made a mistake
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Friday 13 September, 7.30pm
Claude Bourbon Progressive Blues
Guitarist

Arts Centre

Doors and bar from 7pm

Tickets £14 online at
bollingtonartscentre.co.uk

Saturday 74 September
Comedy Club

Arts Centre
bollingtonartscentre.co.uk

Sunday 15 September 2.30pm -
4.30pm

Bollington Festival Music Theatre
For 7-12s keen to perform has a Taster
Session for those interested in taking
part in Follow the Star! — a Musical
Nativity with a difference. Free with
donations, and no auditions, Look
for the event and the group on www:
ballingtonartscentre.co.uk or email
bfmt@bollingtonartscentre.co,uk

Tuesday 17 September 10am — 12 noon
Ladies’ Probus

Rob Mason: Northern Humour, Folk
and Music

Civic Hall

Thursday 19 September 7.30pm
Bollington and District Gardening
Club

Liam Beddell, senior consultant David
Austin Roses, Roses - cultivation and
garden use

Community Centre

Saturday 21 September 7.30pm
Chamber Music Concert

Kleio Quartet

Arts Centre
bollingtonartscentre.co.uk

Friday 27 September 8pm

The Long Run

Fringe Drama, created and performed
by Katie Arnstein.

Nominated for an Off West End Award
for Best Performance Piece

Arts Centre

Daaors and bar from 7.30pm

Tickets £12.50 online www.
bollingtonartscentre.co.uk

OCTOBER

Wednesday 2 October 7.30pm

Flix in the Stix

Pott Shrigley Village Hall SK10 5RT
Doors and bar open 6.30pm

Ticket price: £4 in advance, £5 on the
door

Tickets from Anthea Wilkinson tel
01625 573538 email pottflix@gmail.
com

Friday 4 October

Mikron Theatre

Arts Centre
bollingtonartscentre.co.uk

Bellngton Lot/ 1SSUE 90
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Saturday 5 October

Jazz Club

Arts Centre
bollingtonartscentre,co.uk

Tuesday 8 October 10am - 12 noon
Men'’s Probus
Civic Hall

Saturday 12 October
Bollington Brass Band concert
Arts Centre
bollingtonartscentre.co.uk

Monday 14 October 6.30pm
Bollington SciBar

Dr Dan George from the University of
Manchester

Vale Inn. No charge, all welcome.
bollingtonscibar.co.uk

Tuesday 15 October 10am ~ 12 noon
Ladies’ Probus AGM
Civic Hall

Wednesday 16 - Saturday 79 October
Festival Players October

Arts Centre

bollingtonartscentre.co.uk

Thursday 17 October 7.30pm
Bollington and District Gardening
Club

Speaker Sarah Haisley: Sweet Peas for
everyone

Community Centre

Saturday 26 October 7.30pm
Chamber Music Concert

Laura van der Heijden and Tom Poster
Arts Centre

bollingtonartscentre.co.uk
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The Arts Centre needs a new Bar
Manager. Our Bar Manager of over
20 years wishes to hang up his bar
towels and step back at the end of this
year. The bar operates for events only,
mainly at the weekend and mainly
during autumn/winter.

About 20 events a year on Friday and
Saturday evenings see the bar open
and manned by a staff of volunteers
on a well-organised rota. The bar, the
volunteers and rota are overseen by
the Bar Manager who, amongst other

Zlton Lol 1SSUE 90

BRIDGEND CENTRE

Mondays

Walk for Health, 10.15-
11.15am

see website or separate leaflet
for details. FREE

Tuesdays

Creative writing, 11am-
12.15pm over Zoom. £4
Crafts, 10.30am-12noon. £4
Art, 2-3.30pm. £4

Wednesdays

Guided walk, 10.15am-Tpm
see websile or separate leaflet
for details. £3

Spanish conversation -
Intermediate, 1.30-3pm. £5
Mah Jong - ancient strategy
game, 2-4pm. £3

Thursdays

Talk and Games (TAG),
2-3.30pm - quizzes, games,
guest speakers and the
occasional outing. £3

Fridays

Community Choir, 10.30am-
12noon. The ability to sing is
not a requirement. £4

bridgendcentre.org.uk
01625 576311

things, orders and collects stock from the
wholesaler and sets up the bar ready for
events, New volunteers receive training
from the Bar Manager, but this might be
‘on the job’ or at a time to suit.

If you would like to volunteer asthe new
Bar Manager you won’t be thrown in at
the deep end as our exisling manager
will be around for another few months
to show you the ropes. Like much of the
Arts Centre operation this has always
been a volunteer role and this is the
preferred approach. The Arts Centre is

Bollington
Photographic
Group

TALKS & WALKS

Regular, themed events helping
you to take better photographs

PHOTOGRAPHIC TALKS
Public open meetings: Meet at
the Turners, 3rd Thursday of
each month at 7pm

PHOTOGRAPHIC WALKS
Organised photographic

themed walks second and
last Thursday of the month

JULY PROGRAMME

11 July Middlewood Way walk
18 July Talk: ‘Image Tinkering’
25 July Teggs Nose walk

Permanent photographic
exhibition at the Turners

Join the group and enter
your own photographs in
our exhibition. Vote for your
favourite shots.

EVERYONE WELCOME
www.bpg22.org

Scas bordetails

NEEDED AT ARTS CENTRE

run by volunteers and this is what keeps
the Arts Centre viable.

The Bar Manager is a position of trust
and so some degree of reference will
be sought. Anyone wishing to ask about
this please contact Geoff Atkin on email
chair@bollingtonartscentre.co.uk

Geoff Atkin
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BEER FESTIVAL

The Bollington Beer Festival,
sponsored by the Bollington
Brewing Co., is returning to the
Arts Centre this summer (12-13
July), sosave the dates, head to the
website bollingtonbeerfestival.
co.uk and follow the link to the
ticket sales page to purchase
tickets for whichever sessions
you fancy.

There will be the usual choice of
48 cask beers, with lots of different
styles to choose from. This year
you'll be able to buy 2/3rds of a
pint, as well as the usual halves and
pints, thanks to some fantastic new
glasses provided by the Bollington
Veterinary Centre. Cider drinkers
are also well catered for, with a
variety of ciders from around the
country. In addition, the much-
loved Gin Bar will return for anyone
who prefers their juniper berries to
their hops or apples.

Last year we had some fairly
inclement weather to contend
with, but it didn’t deter the good
folk of Bollington from turning out
in large numbers again to support
this annual fundraising event for
local charities. With the help of
our wonderful volunteers and our
generous sponsors - and of course
our lovely, thirsty attendees — we
managed to raise £12,500, every
penny of which went to our
Bollington-based worthy causes.

Of course, it's notjust about raising
money; it's about having a jolly
good time, catching up with old
friends and making new ones too.
As well as the food and drinks,
there will be music to match the
mood of the session. Saturday
afternoon is more laid back and
family-friendly and we’ll be joined

as usual by the fabulous Bollington
Brass Band. Friday and Saturday
evenings are a bit livelier, and the
Arts Centre will have some greal
music to boogie on down to. Finally,
a huge thank you once again to our
hosts at the Bollington Arts Centre,
the organising committee, and all
of our volunteers and sponsors.
Sponsorship is still available and,
starting at just £60, a fantastic
way to increase the awareness
of your business. To discuss this
further, please email sponsorship@
bollingtonbeerfestival.co.uk.

Please note, children under the age
of 18 are not permitted, except
during the Saturday lunchtime
session, and unfortunately dogs
are not permitted on site. All three
sessions usually sell outin advance,
so it's very unlikely there will be
any tickets for sale an the door, so
don't leave it too late!

Phil Parry, Organising Committee
Chair

When it comes to wine, | tell
people to throw away their
vintage charts and wine apps
and invest in a corkscrew. The
best way to learn about wine is
by tasting more new wines.

Our annual wine fair held at the
Arts Centre in May was the perfect
place to sample a selection of 84
wines from all over the world. A
sunny day meant everyone was
able to sit outside enjoying tasting
the wines. Dan Hunter from Bake
Off with Tom Bartram cooked
pizzas all afternoon for everyone
to enjoy too.

The planning for the 4-hour wine
fair started at the beginning of
the year. The idea was to create
a selection of wines that cater to
large audiences, with different
styles, grapes varieties, countries
and price points.

In January we created a shortlist
of our suppliers that we wanted
to exhibil, setting up meetings,
organising samples and attending
annual supplier portfolio tastings.
For us it's a fresh opportunity
to introduce new wines and get
immediate feedback, directly from
our customers at the fair.

Portfolio tastings are an ideal
opportunity to review a large
selection of products from one
supplier, in one sitting. This year
| attended three separate events,
in Manchester, York and London,
on the lead up to our main event.
It all sounds very exotic but in
fact it is a very exhausting and a
full-on experience. By the end of
each separate event your teeth are
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WINE FAIR

stained, gums are sensitive, and
yourfingers are turning purple from
wine glass swirling.

I probably sampled the best part of
400 wines to arrive at a range of 84
wines for the day of our wine fair.
It does sound like a considerable
amount, but it was all within a
3-month period. For each portfolio
tasting | attend, | need to do my
homework and create a shortlist of
target wines to try, so that I don’t get
side-tracked and lose my way. My
Larget list is the start, but even that s
too long. So from there | make sure
that | familiarise myself with each
winery and investigate if they have
any awards or professional reviews.

You quickly need to come Lo lerms
with the reality that you are not
going to be able to sample every
wine that’s put in front of vou, and
in fairness that's not your true task.
Only then can | whittle down to
create a manageable list for the
day, especially considering that
vou could very well be faced with
over 500 wines at each portfolio
tasting, ranging from entry level
to super premium. The question
is how you manage your time and
taste as many wines as you can and
also maintain a level of sobriety. It's
all about being focused, beingstrict
with yourself, drinking lots of water,
using the spittoon religiously and if
vou can help it, don’t stray too far.

The common expectation of wine-
tasting etiquette is to start with
white, then move on to rosé and
finish with red wine, which for me
has its place, but on this occasion
this direction will lead you astray.
If | were to continue on that path
I would soon be faced with palate
fatigue. For me it's always about
mixingitup alittle between colours
to keep vour palate fresher, for
longer. So al each exhibiting table
I start with lightest wine (in body
and weight) and move through
white, then rosé, followed by
red, but as soon as | move on to
the neighbouring table | will start
the whole process again until I've
complete the course.

Bellgion o] 1SSUE 90

Earlier, | spoke about whittling
down my proposed target list —
this will be on going, before and
after tasting. At each evenl you
have the opportunity to see and
experience the finished product,
up close. For me it starts with the
silent salesman — the aesthetics;
quality of the paper; bottle;
branding; and the full visual effect.
The wine really needs to be able
to leap off the shelf and attract the
customer before it can be tasted.
So, as a rule falways with a degree
of flexibility) I'm looking for the
wines that attract me before | taste
them. Equally, | recognise that
what we find aesthetically pleasing
doesn’t always translate to the
wider audience, but it's my starting
point. Only then can | move on
to the technical evolution, which
results from my sommelier training
and affiliation as a full panel wine
judge at the International Wine

o

Photo above:
Dan Hunter,
Mark Dent,

Dagmara

Sztompka and

Tom Bartram

Challenge in London.

| have been quite privileged in my
wine career to be one of the highest
ranked sommeliers in my province
of British Columbia, Canada.
So, to follow on with a technical
assessment is not about what wines
we like, but purely about wines
attracting the wider audience.
Each wine is then quietly assessed
and scored individually as | would
from a judging perspective, looking
for the quality points and quality
assurances. And only then does it
make it to the final stage, providing
it has a place on ourshelves because
it meets the criteria of quality
assurance (1stl, aesthetics (2nd)
and price point (3rd). However, it
never quite finishes there because,
after all that, the wine still needs to
pay its way and support its position
on the shelf.

And that's where the customer
comes in.

I'm humbled by the opportunities
I've experienced within the wine
industry, but | always try to keep in
mind that ‘Wine is just grape juice’.

Mark Dent
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Bollington
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ADULT & CHILD APPLY ALL STAGES
; ONLINE

st _ WEEKDAYS

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY WEEKENDS

SPRING HAS FINALLY SPRUNG!
DON'T STRUGGLE WITH HEARING LOSS

HEARING
PROBLEMS?

OR MAYBE IT’S JUST

EAR WAX!!

- Visit us for a complete inspection of
your ear canal and eardrum. If there is
any amount of wax, we can remove it

using safe and extremely effective VISIT 1he Busmess Award Wmnlng
methods of micro suction or irrigation.

DONTSPEND THE SPRING
AND SUMMER
STRUGGLING TO HEAR!

Book your appointment today
61 Wellington Road, Bollington,Cheshire, SK10 5JH

We also offer Hearing and Communication www.bollingtonhearingcentre.co.uk
Tests, Hearing Checks & Hearing Aids bollington@thehearingcentres.co.uk




G FOR BUSINESS

Bollington has some amazing
resources. One that can be hired
by the publicis the 2nd Bollington
Scout Hall on Albert Road.

Built by volunteers in the 1960s, the
hall provides a multipurpose indoor
space for young people in the Scout
Assaciation. Over the vears the hall
has been expanded and improved
to provide extra facilities for not
only the Explorers, Scouts, Cubs
and Beavers sections, but also
for fitness classes, karate, toddler
groups, tai chi, ballroom dancing
and birthday party celebrations.

Fundraising over the last few years
has allowed us to renovate the
kitchen and, recently, the toilets,

I was very happily a vicar in
North Lancashire, in a beautiful
parish with lovely people, an
ancient church with views over
Morecambe Bay, when | began
to get calls from people saying
‘Nancy, Bollington needs a vicar!”

Seriously? | have history in
Bollington. | had my first kiss at a
disco at St Gregorv’s; | once asked
Joan Ottley for 100 g of aniseed
balls; I got very drunk on my 18th
birthday at the Redway; | served
scotch pancakes at The Country
Café and ltalian food at Mauros;
took orders at Kirk's coal shop;
was part of Bollington Brownies
and Guides; and lived on High
Street — and this is only what I'm
prepared to admit to in public!

Although | left Bollington, with 12
years spent in Warwickshire and
another 12 in Lancashire, | came
back regularly - but for me to come
back as Bollington’s vicar? God help
Bollington!
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which now include a disabled-
access loo.

2nd Bollington want to promote the
use of the hut by the community;
hire rates are very reasonable and
we have a kitchen and plenty
of on-site parking. We welcome
new groups to be part of our user
community, either on a regular or

one-off basis. If you would like
more information on the hire of our

hall please contact our Chairperson
June Gilder JuneGilder@hotmail.
co.uk.

Scouting is popular in Bollington,
and we have one of the largest units
in the Macclesfield and Congleton
district, with over a hundred young

> NANCY

My parents still live here. On my
mother’s side I'm related to Sir
James Chadwick, the scientist from
Bollington Cross. Generations of
my ancestors going back to 1844
are buried in St John's churchyard;
my great-grandfather, John-Willie
Clarke, worked maintaining the
giant waterwheel up Ingersley Vale,
and danced on the tables at The
Church House while playing the
concertina.

My grandfather was Allen Clarke.
He ran behind the first-ever car
to drive through Bollington, was
an apprentice stonemason in the
Kerridge quarries and built the
Bollington Library and Community
Centre. My father, Allan Clarke,
who went to Bollington Cross
School, won the Bollington Road
Race cycling in the 1950s. | was
born up on Hedgerow, (Dr Maurice
Coope was there for me at my birth;
I was there for him at his funeral),
| was christened in Bollington

Photo far left:
2nd Bollington
Scouts enjoying

drumming
workshop in the
hall

Left: Construction
of the hall in the
1960s

Right: The new
hall, before the
side extension was
added in the 1970s

If you feel you
would like to help
in any way, please
get in touch with
Group Volunteer
Leader, Tim Neale

gls@2ndBollington.
org.uk

people. Scouting is run entirely by
volunteers and we have a great
team of leaders and supporters, but
we alwayswelcome new volunteers
to support the programme on offer
to our young people. As well as
leaders for the units we also need
to build up our Charity Trustee
organisation to ensure proper
governance of the unit. This type of
role isideal for people who cannot

commit to the regular drumbeat of
meetings but still wish to support
the development of young people.

Linton Foat (Scout Leader 2nd
Bollington Scouts)

Methaodist Church, and went to
school in Pott Shrigley and Poynton.
[ loved maths, went to university at
Oxford, and became a chartered
accountant,

Faith was not always important to
me; | did pray, but didn’t always go
to church. My church-going and
my faith built up very gradually, in
little steps. I began to pray regularly
and began to experience answered
prayer. God is there. This is real. It
came as a surprise when, in 2004,
my vicar suggested that maybe |
could consider ordination, and
it took me another 2 years to
start training and another 3 to be
ordained.

Being a vicar is not something that
| ever sought out; it felt like God
had decided and wouldn’t stop
mithering me and it wouldn’t go
away. Following God's call has been
transformational in my life — scary
when we gave up jobs to move to

Cont’d on pg 19

17



S 7 BARROWS
KELLICOI NTE RlORS TRADITIONAL BUTCHERS

RE-UPHOLSTERY & BESPOKE FURNITURE

Upholstery designers and manufacturers
Re-upholstery and restoration specialists
Visit our unique showroom

www. kellico-interiors.co.uk

01625 560434 f—i
n sales@kellico-interiors.co.uk . Est since 1890 :

______ Canalside, Clarence Mill, Clarence Rd. Bollington \ 1 Henshall Road, Bollington, SK10 SHX. Tel: 01625 572110 H
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AUCTIONEERS and VALUERS Calor Gas - Solid Fuels - Logs - Red Diesel

Regular, reliable delivery throughout Cheshire

07791 345004 / 01625 575811

ollington Cheshire S¥10 SHX

2 Hanshall Road 8o

———

< WEPICKUP WEIRON WEDRCPOFF . TA1625 572827
Service / \_ E: theironingparour@gmail com

A s rhelronm -@/ Parlour
www.michael-hart.co.uk (6@ RICS g @

£5 OFF YOUR FIRST PICK LUP "'-\ / ADELPHIMILL, GRIMSHAW LANE
WHEN YOU SHOW THIS ADVERT N ugmer® BOLLINGTON SK10 58

iJ 0 Gﬁmsl\aw I_ane, Bo”ington
/y 1/"/ s /;" 7,
A Tel: 01625 572805

. M Mob: 07063 252808
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M. CHADWICK ¥ J.JJ. HEATHCOTE LTD.

Wholesale Butcher & Cattle Salesmy
E NEWSAGENTS & LOCAL LOTTERY AGENTS |\ D e e e Sileaan

Palmerston Street, Bollington 01625 572202

Home delivery of Newspapers & Magazines Seven days a week D e nymehi-s 114 Wellington Road, Bollington 01625 573172
70 Palmerston Street Tel: 572306 . . ’
www.chadwicksnewsagent.co.uk J From our own LOCAL FARMS for BEEF, PORK & LAMB

Explore the Macclesfield Canal
" and the Middlewood Way

“antastic day out!” 27
Ceri, via Facebook X

Bollington Wharf,
Grimshaw Lane
Bollington, SK10 5JB

¢€ Great bikes to take on a picnic *? 01625 575811

Anna, via Facebook

www.bollington-wharf.com o 0 @ enquiries@bollington-wharf.com




Spring has
finally arrived
with the May
Bank Holiday,
and the very
welcome
warm and
sunny weather has inspired us
all to get out in the garden to
plant out vegetable and cut-
flower plants; plant up hanging
baskets and containers with
summer colour; and tidy up
the borders. Plants that haven’t
survived the cool, wet winter
need replacing and there’s
always the weeding to do! It's
that time of year that is full of
the promise of our beautiful
English gardens to come.

Bollington Gardening Club’s 57th
Spring Show was held In March
and now seems a long time ago,
but looking back it was a lovely
event with a record number of
entries, ably judged by Prestbury

Plant & Gardens owner, Chris
Wellavize. There were amazing
displays of daffodils, tulips,
hyacinths and other spring bulbs,
bonsii and houseplants, as well
as cakes and jams, paintings and
handicrafts.

One of the highlights was
the children’s class, featuring
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decorate ;

from recycled materials and a mini
garden in a tray! The winners in
each class were presented with
a trophy by Bollington Mayor,
Helen Ellwood. Visitors enjoyed a
wonderful afternoon viewing the
flawless flowers and plants and the
expertly made handicrafts and art
work, and many chanced their luck
on the ever-popular tombola - all
enjoyed with some very welcome

tea and home-made cakes!

Many members of the Cardening
Club visited RHS Harlow Carr
Garden near Harrogate in May,
which was looking fabulous in its
full spring glory. Over the summer
we're also visiting Wollerton Old
Hall gardens in July and Holden
Clough nursery and Gresgarth Hall
gardens in August. Non-members

Photo far left: Paul
Reynolds, winner
of four awards
including The
Robbins Cup for
the most points in
the Show.

Photos left: Toby
and Ted Lewis,
winners in the

Children’s classes

and together with
some of their

entries

Other Photos
of Harlow Carr
looking beautiful
on the Gardening
Club trip

are welcome on our trips and there
are still a few places available —
details available on our website
happyvalley.org.uk/gardening

We've also got some fascinating
and educational talks coming up
including ‘Myths and Mysteries of
Organic Gardening’, a Propagation
workshop and a talk on the
cultivation of roses. Meetings take
place at 7.30pm on the third
Thursday of each month at the
Community Centre, Ovenhouse
Lane, and are open to non-
members. Full details are available
on our website and also posted on
our Facebook page ahead of each
meeting—everyone is welcome and
we hope to see you there.

Martin Simmons

Cont’d from pg 17

Lancashire with two young children
to live on a curate’s stipend.

It has been both a gift and
a challenge to come back to
Bollington as vicar of St Oswald's.
The Bollington people who turn up
regularly to church have been few
in number, but this is an exciting
time to be vicar. We are growing,
new people are coming along,
old people are coming back, or
coming for the first time, and it is
good. We are the parish church for
everyone in Bollington; there is a
place waiting for you that no one
else canfill. Even if you dont come
yet, or you go elsewhere, we are
yours, full of hope and inspiration.
Come and see.

Nancy Goodrich
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Foot health
and wellbeing

Podiatry/Chiropody Treatment

Relaxing foot bath

Toe nails cut and problem nails dealt with,
Corn, Callus and hard skin removed
Rough skin treated ‘
Cracked heels smoothed '
Finally a relaxing foot massage éndvaﬁer care advice

'

« Biomechanical Assessments « Nail Surgery

Helen Kay BSc (Hons) Podiatr);

M.Ch.S, Registered with the Health & Care Professions Council
For an appointment call today

Telephone: 0777 216 6751

Home visit available
Or visit us at:

Park Lane Chiropody Practice
Above Henrietta Cards i
35a Park Lane

Poynton

Cheshire SK12 1RD

www.redoaksfarmbollington.co.uk
To book accommodation

Phone 01625 574280 or 07870 814776

\ brendahelenbuxton@btinternet.com f

VB OLLINGTON
cterinary
wimemmes 0, BN RGE =
1 Ashbrook Road, Bollington, Cheshire SK10 5LF

GREAT FOOD & REAL ALES

== VALE

NN

ADLINGTON RD,
BOLLINGTON.
) SK10 5JT.

BREWING C0. 01625 575 147

Surgery Open Mon to Fri: 8am - 7pm  Sat 8:30am - 12:30pm

24 Hour Service Consultations by appointment

Tel: 01625 572999 www.bollingtonvets.co.uk

TYTHERINGTON Brocklehurst Way
Tytherington, SK10 2HB

Tel: 01625 669666

asoat: Veterinary

CENTRE-

bolllngl:onprl_nvha;hé:é f:‘.' :

BRAINS - W

\2ChL
ARTISTS

PLAGE oM opper o¥ER £40
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p-“FREE SAMPLE BAG
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¥ VARIOUS PRODUCTS.

DI1625 H7H828

o

K3 Bolington Printshop @bollington printshop
www bollingtonprintshop.co.uk



DISCOVERY CENTRE

It was May 2005 when Terry
and John Waite opened the
Bollington Discovery Centre on
the ground floor of the Clarence
Mill. Through the generosity of
the mill owners, the Bollington
Civic Society was granted a lease
on a room for a peppercorn rent.

We secured over £80,000
{equivalent to £150,000 today)
from the Heritage Lottery Fund
and other sources 1o convert the
room, including constructing
a mezzanine, and employing
designersto fit it out with amadern
display. The Bollington historic
photograph collection was also
digitised and made available for
viewing on two new computers in
the centre,

The Bollington Discovery Centre
has opened without a break
{except for a short period during
the Covid-19 pandemic) for 19
years through the commitment of
a group of volunteers — some of
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whom have remained with us for
the full 19 vears! The Centre has
remained self-sustaining with the
income it generates from selling
local crafts, maps, cards and copies
of the historical photographs. We
also get small donations from time
Lo lime.

Visitors to the centre, which opens
at the weekends {11am to 4pm)
and on Wednesday afternoons
(1.30pm to 4pmy, are a mixture of
local residents; those researching
historical questions; visiting tourists
either on day trips or staying in or
near Bollington on short breaks;
and boaters on the canal. The
Centre receives on average over
1000 visitors per annum and has
had as many as 2500 in a year.

The Centre committee is presently
evaluating how to make better use
of the mezzanine floor and one idea
is to locate a photographic display
there. A new photographic project
is being planned under the title of

“Then and Now’. We plan to take a
series of new photographs from the
exact location of the historical ones
to graphically illustrate the changes
that have taken place. We are also
planning to update the computer
hardware and software that is used
to manage the historic photographs.,
A new National Lottery Fund
application is planned!

If meeting people, chatting about
Bollington and joining our group
of 20 volunteers is of interest to
you please contact Chris Kettlety
at: kettlety@btinternet.com

Graham Barrow

Chair, Bollington Discovery Centre

THE

l HOLLIN HOUSE

WWW. HOLLINHOUSEHOTEL.CO.UK
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MMC

Have you heard of the Macclesfield
Music Centre? Our sax group held
their ‘Saxtravaganza’ concert last
year at St Oswald’s Church to
raise money for the defibrillator
machine in Bollington.

We are a registered charity, set up
to bring music into the community
and promote musical tuition,
playing and performance for
persons of all ages and levels of
ability. We regularly hold concerts
to support local charities and
organisations, including our most
recent concert at Mottram for East
Cheshire Hospice. This year we are
celebrating our 30th anniversary!

Over 200 people of all ages meet
every Saturday in term time to
participate in one or more of our
groups. These include beginner,
intermediate and advanced
orchestras, string groups, wind
bands, saxophone groups and a
Big Band. We have ukulele groups,
jazz improvisation, a chamber
choir, and a new community choir
that already has over 30 members,
again, of all ages. We also offer
musicianship and theory lessons
for young people aged 3-18 years.

The last 5 years have been quite
a challenge for us. We had to
halt activities in March 2020 and
then continued online for a year.
When things slarted opening up

again, we moved from our venue
on Fence Avenue to our current
premises in Fallibroome Academy.
This didn't stop us from launching
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a new programme and new
collaborations.

With generous donations from the
Love Music Trust and the Martyn
Donaldson Music Trust, we offer
a beginner programme for young
people to access weekly group
lesson in violin, bassoon, cello,
recorder, ukulele, flute, clarinet,
or saxophone.

For the second year running, the
Northern Chamber Orchestra and
the Macclesfield Music Centre are
delivering a partnership project,
which brings NCO musicians to
MMC over six Saturday mornings
to deliver masterclasses, input
into group rehearsals, and add
variety and further depth to our
E)I'(ng'dlnlﬂ(_‘.

During the summer, we organise
3 weeks of intensive {and fun!)
music tuition, including an Adult
Ensemble Week, a Youth Ensemble
Week and a week of singing and
piano workshops for young people
(some bursaries available),

If you are intrigued, do join us
and help us celebrate! We will
perform our anniversary concert on
Saturday 29 June at Kings School.
Later in the year, we are looking to
repeat our Music Marathon, which
involves 12 hours of continuous
playing from different groups - a
fun fund-raising event.

Macclesfield Music Centre isa truly
welcoming and community-based
organisation. If you love music,

WWW.macc
musiccentre
.org.uk

whatever your age, this is the
place where you will be able to
see your music and creativity and
friendships grow.

Tanja Bastia

Belington Lol 1SSUE 90






