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Thank you to everyone who sent
in the articles for this issue—from
u3a to the inspiring story of our
very own Dean Valley ‘Teacher of
the Year’, we have a great issue
for you.

We reminisce on 16 years of SciBar,
with some lovely memories of
the first talks as well as marvelling
at the work and dedication of
today’s SciBar organisers who
diligently select, engage, invite and
welcome speakers to the Vale Inn
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THE EDITOR

each month. The walking Festival
is 15 years old this year, with old
favourites back and new walks
planned too.

We say thank you and happy
retirement to Donald Judge for his
incredible ‘musical’” work in the
town over the last five decades.
For those waiting for the swifts to
return (from the last issue) — they
did-on 1 May. Have a look at the
whal’s on for a forthcoming talk.
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Not forgetting our sponsors and
advertisers — thank you for your
continued support, without which
we wouldn’t exist!

|'I\x ) b@
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Date for next copy:

15th SEPT ‘25

Have you got a story to tell? Would you
like to write something for the next
issue of the magazine? Please email me:
liveeditor@happyvalley.org.uk

SAGE FROM OUR TREASURER

Summer 2024 marked a milestone
for Bollington Live! We celebrated
our Pearl Anniversary - 30 years,
90 issues and nearly half million
copies produced and delivered
free of charge through every door
in Bollington, Kerridge and the
surrounding areas.

Since 1964 the magazine has
continued to be a high-quality,
unique and community-driven
publication that brings local stories,
news, events and creative voices
right to your doorstep. The articles,
editing and delivery are done
entirely by unpaid volunteers
and rely on the support of local

advertisers and sponsors.

Over the last few years increasing
publication costs have had a
negative impact on our financial
position, with each magazine now
costing £1 to publish.

As a committee we have decided
to keep the magazine in print form
and also keep the high quality, so
we are asking whether you can
make a donation or become a
sponsor to ensure that Bollington
Live! continues to thrive as a voice
for our local community. Your
contribution would be deeply
appreciated.

Your support is more than just a
donation — it’s an investment in
the heart and soul of the Happy
Valley and will help keep Bollington
Live! alive.

If you'd like to make a donation or
become a sponsor please contact
me at livetreasurer@happyvalley.
org.uk, mobile 07850740335.

If youre a business and would
like to advertise in our magazine,
please contact us; we would be
very grateful for your support.

Peter Kennedy
Treasurer, Bollington Live!

E Editor: Annette Hurst - liveeditor@happyvalley.org.uk
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WHAT MAKES

Tables fill up fast when it’s SciBar
night at the Vale Inn. SciBar
Special, the reasonably priced
main course, has become an
institution in its own right, butit's
the science talk from an expert in
their field that puts the science
into SciBar.

Bollington SciBar began at the Vale
in May 2009 during the Bollington
Festival and has been running for
the last 16 years. David Whalley
from the Festival science group
championed the first SciBar,
which was ‘Can Humans Grow
New Limbs?’, a talk by Professor
Enrique Amaya of the University
of Manchester. Annette Hurst,
chair of the science group, recalls
a junior-school pupil asking the
Prof., ‘What is a gene?’ For a few
seconds the rudimentary question
stopped him in his tracks, but he
quickly gave an answer that made
sense to someone with no GCSE
in science!

Attendees at the first SciBar were
asked, ‘What did you like most
about this event?’ There was praise
for the speaker, who ‘made a hugely
complex topic easy to understand’,
and appreciation that ‘you don’t
often get the chance, post-uni, to
meet a leader in his/her field".

There was clearly an appetite for a
monthly Bollington SciBar. Happily,
the landlord Lee Wainwright was
pleased for SciBars to continue
at the Vale and it was David
Whalley who found speakers for
and chaired nearly all SciBars for
the first few years and also helped
set up Macclesfield SciBar. It was
also David who came up with the
immortal SciBar rules, namely: Ask

any question you like, however
basic {others will want to know
too), and: Ask any question you
like, however specialist (tonight is
vour only chance to ask it).

I asked Lee what he remembered
of the early SciBars, and he said,
‘The SciBar special was always a
big thing. it had to be a quick, easy
dish to send out because people
tended to turn up at 6pm and
order but we wanted the majority
fed and ready by 6.30pm!” Lee
continued, ‘My favourite talks were
always astronomy or space-related
talks and one that stood out was a
talk about the building of the SKA
telescope and the challenges they
faced. By complete coincidence |
was in Macclesfield recently and
ended up sharing a table with two
people — both of whom, it turned
out, worked at Jodrell Bank. After
more discussion it transpired that
one of them was the speaker for the
SKA talk and both had done SciBar
talks over the years. They spoke very
fondly of the Vale and how SciBar
had brought them there. | think that
just shows how being a community
pub brings people in, and things like
SciBar can really cement a bond
with a pub. We've always loved the
concept and hosting and | hope it
can continue for years to come.’

Professor Ang Davies, part of the
original Festival science commiltee,
said ‘I particularly enjoyed hosting
Professor Terry Brown from the
University of Manchester to talk
at SciBar, as I'd avidly studied his
textbook on gene cloning and this
piqued my own personal interest
to become a molecular biologist.
His talk described the techniques
he was using to undertake the

If you'd like to
be added to our
mailing list to
receive details of
each forthcoming
talk, please
contact us at
bollingtonscibar@
hotmail.co.uk

For the current

programme go to

bollingtonscibar.

co.uk or see our
Facebook page

genetic profiling of archaeological
skeletons and the evolution of
disease.’

For SciBar stalwart and projector
frontman Paresh Amin, one of the
most memorable recent SciBars
was *Conversations with the Dead’
by Noemi Procopio—which Paresh
described as a totally captivating

- eye-opener into how DNA,

proteins and microbes can be used
to help identify vital information,
such as time of death. Paresh also
picked out as a personal favourite
Sarah Crowther's talk on NASA's
mission to collect a sample from
an asteroid. ‘It was a step-by-step
explanation of the journey to
Bennu, the collection process and
return to Earth, as well as what has
been researched so far.’

My most memorable moment
was at Andrew Gray's “World of
Frogs’ talk, because he brought
with him a critically endangered
Costa Rican frog that clung
shyly to one of the pillars in the
middle of the Vale. Andrew spoke
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passionately about the conservation
and captive breeding work with
which he's involved, and the link
between the frogs’ exposure to
the herbicides used in banana
plantations and their susceptibility
to fungal infection.

Over the years, several of the SciBar
founding members have taken
their leave and recently there has
been only a skeleton crew, Paresh
Amin and myself, to keep SciBar
going, from sourcing speakers
and organising dates to chairing
the talks. However, in the last few
months several new volunteers have
stepped in, bringing new ideas and
new contacts.

If you'd like to join the Bollington
SciBar planning group, just come
along to one of the talks and have
a word with whoever is chairing.

Gillian Lindsey

SciBar

BOLLINGTON

What happens at SciBar?

Bollington SciBar now generally
happens once a month, on the
second Monday of the month
(we take a break in August and
December).

Talks begin at 6.30pm
prompt and typically last
around 40 minutes. Once the
presentation is over there’s the
opportunity to ask questions
— any level of question is
welcome. SciBar is open to
anyone; youdon'thavetobea
member and there’s no charge.
Anyone from junior-school
age onwards is very welcome.
(Younger participants must be
accompanied by a responsible
adult, please.)
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‘For goodness sake get from under
my feet and find something to
get involved in!” Thus spoke my
dearest beloved, and | would
guess men and women of a
certain age have heard these very
same words. One of the major
issues of retirement and semi-
retirement is empty pages in the
diary for all and also loneliness
for some less fortunate. This is
where u3a comes in.

U3a, also known as the University
of the Third Age, is a bit of a
misnomer, which can be misleading
and off-putting for some. Relax!
This charity organisation neither
offers degrees nor requires one.
Rather, it's a friendly meeting point
for over-50s and an opportunity to
pursue those interests which have
laid dormant or are something that
you will ‘eventually get round to’.
Think of grouting the bathroom,
buta lot more funand considerably
less messy,

It's a big organisation, too, with
branches not only in the UK
but worldwide. It's entirely self-
funded and self-sufficient. The
u3a organisation, ‘experts’ and
group leaders are drawn entirely
from within the membership. So
it's cheap as well, with an annual
subscription of £28 per year (less
than the price of a solo pub lunch!).
This fee entitles members to join
as many interest groups as they
wish and do as much or as little as
they want.

Macclesfield u3a encompasses
Bollington and has around 500
members sharing an eclectic
range of activities. Some are
cerebral, like Al and Science and
Technology. Others combine the

Contact and
membership details:
www.maccu3a.uk.

cerebral with outings and activity
like the Geology Group and Art
Appreciation. There are sports —
croquet, crown green bowls table
tennis and pickleball — walking
groups and birdwatching, plus
indoor games from Mah Jong to
bridge and canasta.

A full list can be found on the
Macclesfield u3a website, www.
maccu3a.uk and a list of other local
and national groups can be found
on the national website, https://
www.u3a.org.uk.

Sowhat got me involved, you may
ask? Well, the memorable words
uttered by my wife, and then the
opportunity to pursue a lifelong
but dormant interest. Back in
1972 | was the first in our family
of steelworkers to go to university.
With tuition fees paid and a
generous grantin my bank account
I went off to Aberystwyth to read
International Politics. Three years
later my parents were as proud as
Punch at my graduation; however
I remember the congratulations
of my father tempered by the
sobering words, ‘That’s a degree
you’ll never use.’

I'm delighted to tell you that Dad
was wrong, because | founded and
now co-run the Politics Group at
Macclesfield u3a. We meet once
a month to discuss the burning
issues of the day and believe me,
we have plenty to go at. So come
and join us or any of the groups in
Macclesfield U3a.You'll be made
very welcome.

Graham Hall



Health isn’t counting the
years, it’s living them at
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DONALD'S FINAL BOW

Donald Judge has retired after
almost fifty years with the
Bollington Festival Choir as a
singer, accompanist and, for
the last twenty-two years, as
conductor. In that time, he has
nurtured a changing bunch of
singers with awide range of ability
and experience and led them
through almost sixty concerts.

‘The choir has been a huge part of
my life and it has been incredibly
rewarding,” Donald says. ‘If we had
just done standard choral stuff, that
alone would have been brilliant,
But the choir and its committee
went along with the unusual pieces
I chose and that has been the icing
on the cake.”

Searching for the unknown and
the overlooked, Donald delved in
libraries, arranged what he found
and produced beautifully legible
scores. He also composed several
pieces of his own, every one of
them dedicated to the choir; that
alone shows his commitment to
us. ‘The fact that I've been able to
persuade the choir to perform my
own work has been remarkable,
because so many composers
struggle to get their music heard,”
he says.

On all those Tuesday night practices
at the Arts Centre, he unshowily
displayed his vast knowledge of
music, remained ever optimistic
in his belief that we could master
sometimes complex works and
tried to stop us going flat. At dress
rehearsals, when we met our
musicians for the first time and
had just three hours to pull the
whole thing together, he very rarely
showed even the least sign of panic.

Donald had planned to hang up
his baton (it has now passed to
Christopher Cromar) in June, but
his retirement was brought forward
when he became seriously ill last
November and could not conduct
any of the three concertsin hisfinal
season. He had wanted to bow
out because he felt he needed a
break from years of planning and
organising concerts, a task that
hasn't become any easier over the
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years as money has got tighter.
But Donald had a way of working
wonders with limitations.

We couldn’t do Elgar’s The
Dream of Gerontius but we could
do a Stabat Mater by Antonio
Caldara, Carl Nielsen's (very
tricky) Springtime on Funen and
music from South America sung
in Nahuatl, the language of the
Aztecs. And because Donald has
a great affection for Czechia (he
regularly spent eleven summer
weeks there} he persuaded us to
singin Czech, thus risking both our
teeth and our sanity. Icelandic was
even worse.

The Festival Choir was formed in
1964 by John Coope, a doctor with
a passion for music and for thriving,
active communities. Donald later
joined as one of the basses, moved
on to play for rehearsals and, in
2002, when Dr John could not
continue because of illness, Donald
was more or less instructed that he
would be his successor. I'd never
conducted anything on that scale
before,” he says. ‘It was quite a
baptism of fire, especially with the
repertoire John had planned.”

That list of works included the Sea
Symphony by Vaughan Williams,
which calls for a large orchestra
and chorus and lasts for 70 minutes.
When free to choose his own
works, Donald knew he wanted
to combine the unfamiliar with
performances of masterworks by

Handel, Mendelssohn, Mozart,
Haydn and Purcell. And he did.
Not long after | joined, he led
the choir through the wonders
and minefields of Bach’s St John
Passion (by the end of which |
was physically exhausted and
emotionally wrung out).

Donald also conducted us in the
big top at Bolly festivals; in 2014
it was Carl Orff's Carmina Burana
and in 2019 an opera night with
international soprano Kathryn
Rudge. That was the night the tent
was buzzed by a police helicopter;
an outraged bass ran outside,
phoned the police and told them
to shift their aircraft. Now. And
they did.

In addition to all this, in 1986
Donald set up the Bollington
Children’s Music Theatre, which
has staged over eighty shows, many
of them written by Donald himself;
his total tally of compositions for
both choir and music theatre runs
to more than sixty

Donald’s still recovering from his
illness but not exactly taking it
easy. He's back to gadding all over
the region and beyond, chasing
concerts, plays, films and Morris
dancers. He is spotted by so many
people atso many different venues
that some say he's been cloned.
Not true; there is only one Donald
Judge, and Bollington is lucky to
have had him.

David Ward
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OF THE YEAR

In just a few short months, the
community of Bollington has done
something truly extraordinary.
When beloved teacher and
local resident Rob Hasler was
diagnosed with Motor Neurone
Disease (MND), the response
was immediate, heartfelt and
powerful.

One week after launching the
#TeamHaslerMND CoFundMe
campaign, over £12,000 had
already been raised to support Rob
and his family — and that figure
continues to rise, with the latest
amount standing at £39,000. The
funds raised are not only providing
Rob with vital physiotherapy and
specialist support, but also helping
the Hasler family adapt their
home, ensuring it remains a safe,
accessible and comfortable space
for Rob, Reene and their boys. As
they face the challenges of MND
logether, this financial support is
easing the burden and allowing
them to facus on what truly matters:
making meaningful memories as
a family.

But this campaign is about more
than just fundraising - il's about
community, connection and
courage. Rob has recently begun
sharing his journey on Instagram (@
teamhaslermnd], giving a personal
insight into how he, his wife Reene
and their children Arthur and Felix
are adapting to their new reality.
His honesty, humour and gratitude
shine through, even as he sharesthe
tough moments of this life-changing
disease.

From losing his balance and sitting
on spiky dragons and beloved
pets (sorry, Ziggy and Archie!), to
facing new physical challenges with
balance and grip, Rob continues to
embrace life - and teaching — with
an incredible spirit. He’s still at
Dean Valley Primary School, doing
what he loves, and bringing joy to
his pupils every day. His passion and
positivity have not gone unnoticed.
In March, Rob was awarded Silk
FM'’s Teacher of the Year award —
a well-deserved recognition that
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brought smiles, cheers and perhaps
a few happy tears to those who
know and admire him.

White Nancy walks: a climb

towards hope

Inspired by Rob’s strength and
positivity, the Dean Valley family
of staff and governors has sel
themselves an incredible challenge:
2,025 walks up White Nancy inthe
year 2025. So far, they’ve already
completed more than 823 climbs,
come rain or shine, often marking
the moment with prosecco, ice
cream, or simply a quiet pause to
take in the stunning view. And, in
true Bollington spirit, they havent
been alone. Families from the wider
community have rallied behind
them, joining the walks, cheering
from afar, and proudly wearing
#TeamHaslerMND merchandise
to show their support every step of
the way. The walks have become
more than a challenge, they're
a symbol of solidarity, resilience
and hope.

BBC North West comes to town

The spirit of the campaign reached
national attention when BBC North
West joined Rob and his family, his
colleagues, hisstudents and parents
for a walk to White Nancy. The
children of Dean Valley sang ‘We
Could Be Heroes’ at the summit,
an emotional tribute that captured
the heart of what this campaign is
all about. You can watch the video
on Rob's Instagram, and we warn
you: bring tissues.

The power of community

Fundraising efforts have been

nothmg short of inspiring. From
; : dquizzestosponsored

|-..

How you can help
Whether it’s a
donation, a walk,
arepostora
kind message,
every gesture
matters. Follow @
teamhaslermnd,
support
forthcoming events
and continue
spreading the word.
Together, we're
making a difference

communities have shown up in full
force. This isn't just about raising
money; it's about lifting spirits,
showing love and reminding the
Haslers that they are not alone in
this fight. Together, thiscommunity
has transformed compassion into
action and the impact is nothing
short of extraordinary.

Looking ahead

We're thrilled to share that
the Motor Neurone Disease
Association was named Charity of
the Year by the organisers of the
Macclesfield Beer Festival! This
incredible recognition meant so
much to #TeamHaslerMND, and
we were there throughout the
weekend - volunteering, raising
awareness and pouring pints with
big smiles. Community is at the
heart of everything this campaign
stands for, and we enjoyed raising
a glass with you.

From Rob

‘Receiving an MND diagnosis
has been challenging, but the
overwhelming support and sense
of community have transformed a
dreadful situation into one of hope
for me and my family’, Rob said.
‘“Thank you for everything you are
doing ~ for me, and fe
affected by MND.*
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- ART AS TH

I'm in the process of setting up a
printmaking studio in Bollington.
The mission is to give everybody
access to the amazing world of
printmaking, but I'm particularly
interested in supporting people
with long-term health conditions
to use arttoimprove their health.

In 2022, 1 was diagnosed with ME/
CFS (Myalgic Encephalomyelitis,
or Chronic Fatigue Syndrome).
This is a poorly understood health
condition and being diagnosed felt
like a life sentence. The doctor told
me there was no known cure and
I felt like I'd been put on the scrap
heap of life. Over the last three
years, |'ve looked at every aspect
of my lifestyle to try and recover my
health — and it's working.

I've left very few stones unturned:
drilling down into everything from
my diet and relationships, to doing
a physical rehabilitation called the
‘Perrin Treatment’, with physio
Ashleigh Adams in Hazelgrove,
which has been fruitful. One of
the most important discoveries
has been finding an activity that |
can get lost in, even when I'm at
my worst. In my case: painting and
printmaking.

When | first became ill, | was
working as a gardener (I planted the
flowers on the bank on Grimshaw
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Lane). | had a small unit opposite
the post office as a depot for my
tools and materials. As my interest
in art grew, | began using it for my
painting and printmaking. This
space was vital to me. Having
lost my ability to work, and being
largely confined to the house, to
have a place to go each day was
transformative.

Since then I've moved to a lovely
space which |'ve thrived in — but
I've also decided | want to share
this refuge with anyone with a
neuroimmune condition who feels
they might benefit from makingart.

Having run a pilot this spring,
my idea is to offer other sufferers
some structure, with a nine-week
‘Introduction to Printmaking’
course. This will help people get
comfortable with some new art-
making skills and give them the
confidence to start on their own
artistic journey. From there, the
space will be available several times
a week for open-access use.

My aim isto support this social offer
by providing parallel services for
all: workshops; open access to the
studio at certain times in the week;
and fun, social printmaking events
like ‘print and sip’ and for occasions
like hen dos or birthday parties.

I've taken a bit of a leap this
summer, committing to a bigger
space in Adelphi Mill. It's daunting,
but also exciting: | hope to be able
to find a larger printing press and
offer a wider range of techniques.
| really want to make this place a
resource for the community, so
if your interest is piqued by the
possibility of print-making please
give me a shout and come and try
your hand.

If you know anyone who might
find this project useful please do
put them in touch. I'm looking for
people for the cohort starting in
September. | suggest a contribution
of £15 per session, but there's
flexibility if people are struggling
with hardship.

Ben Darlington

wiww.hopepress.
o

www.instagram.
com/hopepress_
bollington

Photos left:
Ben in his studio

Ben’s art

PERRIN TECHNIQUE

The Perrin Technique consists
of lymph massage, cranio-sacral
therapy and thoracic mobilisations
to encourage the lymph system,
which is an essential part of the
body’s immune system, to work
properly, normally and effectively.

Dr Perrin, an osteopath with a
PhD in neuroscience, developed
the technique over 30 years ago
after treating a patient for another
unrelated condition. The patient
happened to have ME/CFS,
and he reported his symptoms
had improved with osteopathic
treatment. This led Dr Perrin to
research why this patient had
improved, and he consequently
developed the Perrin Technique.

Dr Perrin emphasises that this
treatmentis not a cure for ME/CFS
but, along with rest and pacing, it
can help to significantly reduce
and manage symptoms. He's
recently updated his book on the
treatment of ME/CFS, including
treating people with Long Covid,
which is very similar to ME/CFS.

Francesca, a local physiotherapist,
became aware of the technique
several years ago when a close
family member was diagnosed with
ME/CFS. The Perrin treatment was
hugely beneficial for her relative,
which prompted Francesca to
train in the technique. ‘Patients
often feel worse to start with,
but in time they start to feel the
benefits. It's hugely rewarding to
work with these patients, who
have undergone so much suffering,
and who have often become
very isolated. The treatment does
require commitment, as patients
need to do self-treatment daily,
and the results take time. It's a
marathon, not a sprint.”

Unfortunately this treatment
is not available on the NHS,
though continued research into
the treatment’s effectiveness in
patients with Long Covid by Dr
Perrin and colleagues at Salford
Royal may change that.

Francesca Edwards
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Saturday 28 June — Sunday 6 July
Bollington Well Dressing
Opening ceremony is on 28 June

Thursday 3 July 6-7.30pm

A Swift Walk in Bollington
Introduction to swifts and their
conservation, with a short walk partially
uphill {no dogs). Meet in Pool Bank car
park, swifts@macclesfieldrspb.org.uk

This year’s swifts arrived back in
Bollington on May Day (having been
airborne since leaving the UK!) and
this summer’s Bollington Swift Walk
includes a look at the swift boxes
that local resident David Raines has
installed.

I was born near Portsmouth and
rolling chalk hills skirted by woodland
formed my playground. Lying in wait,
hiding in the bracken | watched the
birds above - | was entranced by
the swifts; their aerobatic skills and
agility as well as their epic 3000-mile
journey.

The destruction of nesting sites as we
replace wooden fascia boards with
PVC, and pesticide use has seen their
numbers shrink and now;, the birds
that were acommon sight when [ was
a child have become a rarity.

David Raines

Saturday 5 July 10am-Tpm

Bollington pre-school open morning
Water Street SK10 5PB

An opportunity to explore our
wonderful setting. Art, craft & sensory
play will be available.
info@bollingtonpreschool.org.uk or
01625 400128

Saturday 5 July 10am-3pm

Table Top Baby & Children’s Sale
Water Street Family Hub, Water
Street SK10 5PB. Hire a table for £8
to sell your children’s pre-loved toys,
clothes or books. Contact natalie@
bollingtoninitiativetrust.org or 07784
674444

Tuesday 8 July 10am-12noon

Men’s Probus. ‘The Rise and Fall of
the White Star Line’

Speaker Peter Elson

Civic Hall. Guest welcome, please
contact Mike Rotherham 01625 576736

Wednesday 9 July 10am-1pm
Bollington Recorder Group

Meet alternate Wednesdays
Bollington Community Centre,
Ovenhouse Lane

We play a range of music on descant,
treble, tenor and bass recorders. We
welcome new members, Please email
Chris chris.simon@ntlworld.com
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Sunday 13 July T7am-4pm

Musical Theatre ‘The Grand Finale’

A FREE day for all comers to participate
and celebrate 38 years of Bollington
Festival Music Theatre.Full details at
bollingtonartscentre.co.uk/events or
donald.judge@outlook.com

Sunday 13 July 2.30-4pm

Kerridge War Memorial Parade and
Service with Bollington Brass Band.
Jackson Lane, Kerridge

Sunday 13 July 2-5pm

Bloomin’ Bollington

The recreation ground. Due to popular
demand, the Bollington Gardening Club
hosts this event for a second year, Local
businesses (pubs, restaurants and shops)
are judged for the best floral display
outside their premises. Refreshments,
plant sales and more

Monday 10 July 2-4pm
Knit and Natter
Community Centre

Monday 14 July 6.30pm

SciBar: ‘Psychedelic-assisted therapy’
Speaker, Professor Sara Tai,University of
Manchester. Vale Inn, Adlington Rd, No
charge, all welcome. bollingtonscibar.
co.uk

Tuesday 15 July T0am-12noon

Ladies’ Probus. ‘From Rough to Royal’
Speaker Helen Dimmick

Civic Hall

Thursday 17 July 7.30pm

‘Pin Me on the Wall - climbers and
wall shrubs’ by Andrew Mikolajski
Bollington and District Gardening
Club meeting, Community Centre,
Ovenhouse Lane. Non-members
welcome, £3.50. Full details on the
www.happyvalley.org.uk/horticulture
and on Facebook — search for
Bollington & District Gardening Club

Thursday 24 July 2-4pm
Knit and Natter
Community Centre

AUGUST

Thursday 7 August 2-4pm
Knit and Natter
Community Centre

Friday 8 Aug to Sunday 10 Aug

Bolly Skyline Enduro

Mountain Biking event and fun
weekend for all. Friday and Saturday
10am-11pm, Sunday 10am - 5pm
Event Hub at The Old Slaughterhouse
Shrigley Road, Bollington SK10 5RD
Ticket info - see page 19. Passes
available on the door - £20 for an all-
weekend pass/Saturday pass or £10 for
Friday or Sunday only

Tuesday 12 August 10am-12noon
Men'’s Probus. ‘Who Do You Think |
Am?’

Speaker Peter Slater

Civic Hall. Guest welcome, please
contact Mike Rotherham 01625
576736

Thursday 21 August 2-4pm
Knit and Natter
Community Centre

SEPTEMBER

Tuesday 2 September 7.45-9.15pm
Bollington Festival Choir rehearsals
Restart following the summer break,
Arts Centre. New members welcome,
bollfestchoir@gmail.com

Wednesday 3 September 7.30pm

Flix in the Stix

Pott Shrigley Village Hall SK10 5RT
Doors and bar open 6.30pm

£4 in advance, £5 on the door
Tickets from Anthea Wilkinson 01625
573538, pottflix@gmail.com

Film details: sites.google.com/site/

pottflix

Friday 5 September 7.30pm

Comedy Club

Arts Centre. Doors open 7pm

Tickets £15 (EarlyBird £12) from https://
rockcentralpromotions.com/

The Bayleal Indian offers a special deal
on comedy nights - £20 for a 4 course
meal if you show your ticket!

Thursday 4 September 2-4pm
Knit and Natter
Community Centre

Saturday 6 September 7.30pm

Jazz Club: Mike Hall’s Boplicity

Arts Centre.

Doors and bar open at 6.30pm.
Payments on the door and bar are card
only. To reserve tickets (£13) and for
information: 01625 574410

Saturday 6-14 September
Bollington Walking Festival
bollingtonwalkingfestival.co.uk

Sundays from 7 September to 5 October
2-4dpm

Art Exhibition by Janet Rawsthorn

Arts Centre

ADVERTISE YOUR EVENT

If you would like to advertise an event
in November, December, January or
February please email livedates@

happyvalley.org.uk

Deadline for the next edition is 10
September.

All dates and times were correct when
we wenl (o prinl. Apologies if things
have changed and we made a mistake
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Monday 8 September 6.30pm
SciBar

Vale Inn. No charge, all welcome,
Details at bollingtonseibar.co.uk

Tuesday 9 September 10am-12noon
Men’s Probus. ‘From Ice to Heatwave:
the winter of 1962/3 and the summer
of 1976’

Speaker John King

Civic Hall. Guest welcome, please
contact Mike Rotherham 01625 576736

Tuesday 16 September T0am-12noon
Ladies’ Probus. ‘Life Recycling’
Speaker Lisa Owen

Civic Hall

Thursday 18 September 2-4pm
Knit and Natter
Community Centre

Thursday 18 September 7.30pm

“The easy soft fruit garden’ (by video
link), Liz Zorab

Bollington and District Gardening
Club meeting, Community Centre,
Ovenhouse Lane.

Non-members welcome, £3.50, Full
details on the www.happyvalley.org.uk/
horticulture and on Facebook
search for Bollington & District
Gardening Club

Saturday 20 September 7.30pm
Chamber Music concert: Victoria
Quartet & Leo Popplewell, cello

Arts Centre. Tickets: bollington-
chamber-concerts.org or 07535 892436

Friday 26 September
‘Operation Beach Hut’
Micron Theatre Arts Centre

OCTOBER

Wednesday 7 October 7.30pm

Flix in the Stix

Pott Shrigley Village Hall SK10 5RT
Doors and bar open 6.30pm

£4 in advance, £5 on the door
Tickets from Anthea Wilkinson 01625
573538, pottflix@gmail.com

Film details: sites.google.com/site/
pottflix

Thursday 2 October 2-4pm
Knit and Natter
Community Centre

friday 3 October October 7.30pm
Comedy Club

Arts Centre, Doors open 7pm.

Tickets £15 (EarlyBird £12) from
rockcentralpromotions.com/

The Bayleaf Indian offers a special deal
on comedy nights - £20 for a 4 course
meal if you show your ticket!

Saturday 4 October 7,.30pm

Jazz Club: The TJ Johnson Band

Arts Centre. Doors and bar open at
6.30pm. Payments on the door and bar
are card only. To reserve tickets (£13)
and for information: 01625 574410

Bellgion Loel 1SSUE 93

Saturday 11 October 7.30pm
The Annual Brass Band Patrons’ Concert
Arts Centre

Sundays, 12 October to 9 November
2-4pm

Art Exhibition by Intastich

Arts Centre

Monday 13 October 6.30pm

SciBar: ‘A celebration of acoustic
aberrations in architecture.’

Speaker Trevor Cox, Professor of
Acoustical Engineering at University of
Salford.

Vale Inn No charge, all welcome
bollingtonscibar.co.uk

Tuesday 14 October 10am-12noon
Men'’s Probus. ‘Five hours up and five
hours down, solo-ing the Matterhorn’
Speaker James Ellison

Civic Hall Any guests are welcome to
attend by contacting Mike Rotherham on
01625 576736

Thursday 16 October 2-4pm
Knit and Natter
Community Centre

Thursday 16 October 7.30pm

A Patch or Grass or A Beautiful lawn?
Howard from The Drurys Bollington
and District Gardening Club meeting,
Community Centre, Ovenhouse Lane.
Non-members welcome, £3.50. Full
details on the www.happyvalley.org.uk/
horticulture and on Facebook - search
for Bollington & District Gardening Club

Thursday 16 -Saturday 18 October
Festival Players
Arts Centre

Saturday 25 October 7.30pm

Chamber Music concert: Eblana Trio &
Emmet Byrne, oboe

Arts Centre. Tickets bollington-chamber-
concerts.org or 07535 89243

Thursday 30 October 2-4pm
Knit and Natter
Community Centre

NOVEMBER

Saturday 1 November 7.30pm

Jazz Club

Arts Centre. Doors and bar open at
6.30pm. Payments on the door and bar
are card only, To reserve tickets (£13) and
for information: 01625 574410

Friday 7 November 7.30pm

Comedy Club

Arts Centre. Doors open 7pm. Tickets
£15 (EarlyBird £12) from https://
rockcentralpromaotions.com/

The Bayleaf Indian offers a special deal on
comedy nights - £20 for a 4 course meal
if you show your ticket!

BRIDGEND CENTRE

Mondays

Walk for Health, 10.00-11.15am
See website or separate leaflet for
details. £2

Tai Chi, 2-3pm £5

Tuesdays
Crafts, 10.30am-12noon. £5
Art, 10.30am-12noon. £4

Wednesdays

Guided Walk, 10.15am-1pm £3
see website or separate leaflet for
details.

Beginners Spanish

11.30am - 12.45pm £5
Intermediate Spanish
1.30-3pm. £5

Mah Jong

2-4pm. £4

Shuttle to the shops

Fortnightly bus trip to local
shopping destinations. See
website or seperate leaflet for
details. £5

Thursdays
Beginners German
10.30am-12noon £5
Talk and Games
2-3.30pm £4

Brew with the guys
2-3.30pm £4

Fridays

Community Choir

10.30am - 12noon £5

Dance exercise class
Seated/standing, 2-2.45pm £5

01625 576311
wwwi.bridgendcentre.org.uk

ART TRAIL 2026

Due to popular demand we are
bringing back the Art Trail in the
run up to next year's Bollington
Festival. It will take place on 9-10
May 2026.

If you paint, pot, weave elc, and
have a place to exhibit and sell
your work, do join in! Get in
touch with Claire Moreland on
clairejmoreland@gmail.com for
more details.
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When exactly are the best years of
our lives? According to the lyrics
of the classic Modern Romance
hit single from 1982, our best days
arewhen we are youngand in love
with our whole lives ahead of us.
Who could possibly disagree with
that? Well, I might.

Let's begin by turning the clock
back further and consider our
schooldays. Surely, with nothing
more serious to worry about than
making sure our homework is
handed in on time, these must
be the best years of our lives. Five
hours of ‘work’ in class and then
the rest of the day to hang around
with mates, play football in the
park, chill out listening to music,
compare boyfriends and girlfriends,
or watch vids of purring cats on
YouTube (although in my day, you
had to make do with real-life cats).
Every weekend off, humongously
long holidays. No mortgage to pay,
no money worries generally. No
responsibilities. lliness, ageing and
death don't affect us. We're going
to live forever. What's not to like?

14

OF OUR LIVES

Maybe always being told what to
do — by our teachers, kids bigger
than us and, worst of all, our
parents? Having no money worries
is perhaps just as well, because
we don't have any money. Acne.
Greasy hair. Hormones. Teenage
angst. Exams. Maybe we'll pass on
our schooldays being the best years
of our lives.

What about going up to uni,
though? Now, those really must
qualify as the best years of our
lives. We've escaped the clutches
of our parents, our pesky younger
brothers and sisters, and can take
full advantage of our new-found
freedom. Yes, we might have
to attend two hours of boring
lectures a week and hand in the
odd assignment every couple of
months, but our time is mostly
our own. There's no need to let
anybody know where we are,
where we've been or where we're
going. No need, either, to explain
what we're doing or why we're
doing it or whattime we'll be home
or if we’'ll be home at all. We can
stay out all night if we want to, and
we do. We get drunk and do any or
all those things our parents would
disapprove of,

On the other hand, there’s always
the worry that we'll be chucked out
of uni if we don’t pull ourfingers out
and knuckle down to some actual
work. Or the fact that with Mum not
being around to do our washingand
ironing and keep the house clean,
we smell like rotten fish, look like
we've been dragged from the canal
and have caught head lice, scabies
and TB. And don't even mention
the student debt we're accruing
that's already approaching the
GDP of a medium-sized country.
On reflection, our uni days may
not be the best years of our lives.

Moving on, we've definitely made
it once we're married, have
moved into our own place and
got ourselves a good job. It's all
perks and few responsibilities for
us DINKies. These must be the best
years of our lives.

Almost. While our job pays quite
well, we've not yet climbed to the
top of the greasy career pole. We
want loadsamoney. Plus, our genes,
our hormones and especially our
parents are constantly warning us
that our biological clock is ticking
and it's high time we started a family
of our own. ‘You've not known true
happiness until you've held your
very own newborn baby in your
arms and gazed into its squinty
eyes’, they say encouragingly.
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So, inour eternal search for our best
years we decide to have a couple
of kids, and immediately want to
kill our parents for lying to us when
we realise we're going to have to
put our own lives on hold for the
next twenty-odd years enduring
endless sleepless nights, battling
with poo tsunamis, spending all
our disposable income on prams
and buggies and cots, all manner
of expensive educational toys,
and the apparently limitless range
of paediatric paraphernalia that
you must cough up for if you don't
want the NSPCC popping round to
discuss why it is you're neglecting
your children. Then there are the
school runs, parents’ evenings and
sports days; Christmas, Easter and
summer fairs; weekend football/
netball/rugby; Mum and Dad’s
taxi and, of course, the seemingly
inexhaustible cash injections from
the Bank of Mum and Dad.
Research suggests it costs over
£200,000 to raise just one child in
the UK. Wow! With that kind of
money, we really could have had
the best years of our lives.
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Eventually, our kids decide to go to
uni to study subjects we've never
even heard of that will qualify them
to do God knows what. At least
they've left home, and we can try
to pick up the threads of the lives
we once knew. But just when we
think it's all over, our kids graduate
and move back in with us because
‘mortgages, and even renting, are
so expensive, don't you know?’
This is quickly followed by the
helpful suggestion that a modest
cash advance (non-repayable) from
the Bank of Mum and Dad would
get them out of our hair.

Life hurtles by at ever-increasing
speed, and almost without realising
it, you're empty-nesters, the kids
having moved out at long last.
Retirement looms.

When | announced | was taking
early retirement after forty years on
the NHS front line, my colleagues
were universally amazed and
confounded. Why? Won't you
miss us? You can't leave — you're
indispensable. What will you do
with your time, anyway? You'll only
be bored.

It turns out you don't really miss
your colleagues after you retire.
Most of them, anyway. You do keep
in touch with those you are friends
with, though. Soon enough, they
retire, too, and now you all have
much more quality time to enjoy
each other’s company. It also turns
out that you're not indispensable.
Far from it. Most of your erstwhile
colleagues have totally forgotten
you before your retirement party
balloons have popped, and some
new guy fresh out of uni replaces
you and does a much better job
than you ever did, anyway.

‘How’s your retirement going?” |
hear you cry. Pretty well, thanks
for asking. Actually, very well. Not
having to get up for work each
day means | positively leap out of
bed most mornings. For the first
time in my life, | have ocodles of
time for hobbies. | go out walking
with the dog. | go cycling, I've
discovered the delights of baking
and gardening. I'm learning
Italian. There’s more time to relax
and meet up with friends. More
time to look around and be in
the moment. More time to enjoy
life. I've even taken up writing my
medical memoirs. I'm busier than
ever doing things | want to do, and
I'm definitely not bored. Infact, I'm
enjoying the best years of my life.

Anthony McCluskey
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HOLMES

~NADEN

INDEPENDENT

E'Si AT E

AGENTS

Whether you are selling, purchasing or renting, we
have both the expertise and local knowledge to
provide you with the best possible service.

Our branch manager, Jan Johnson, is a true professional
having served 38 years within the property market. She can
be relied upon to guide you every step of the way through
buying and/or selling a property. She has a hardworking team
behind her who mostly live in Bollington and also have
multiple years of experience within estate agency. They all will
go that extra mile for you!

Our lettings manager, Ellis Pembery, has extensive knowledge
of the field having worked in lettings for 20 years. He and his
colleagues are competent and caring and will provide a high

quality service whether
looking to rent one.

you own a rental property or are

Edward Naden followed on from the success of his Bollington
branch by opening a branch in Prestbury that now celebrates
30 years in business. His colleague there, Jackie Marchant, is
personable and popular and helps get that important sale
through. Both Prestbury and Bollington branches offer a
bespoke service with attention to detail and customer care
that is second to none. Edward has a wealth of experience in
all aspects of Estate Agency having worked in the industry for
over 36 years. He would like to thank all his clients both past
and present for their continued loyalty.

We provide a wide range of services for Rental and Sales. Please contact either
Prestbury or Bollington office for a no obligation appraisal of your property.

THE VILLAGE
PRESTBURY
SK10 4DG

TEL: 01625 828254

Find details of all our propariaes i

lettings@holmesnaden.com
sales@holmesnaden.com

BOLLINGTON
SK10 5PH
TEL: 01625 560535

Tne Property
Ombudsman




How long have you lived in
Bollington?

I moved to Bollington from Higher
Hurdsfield when | got married some
50 years ago and have lived in the
same house ever since.

How long have you worked at
Bollington Leisure Centre?

Forty-six years! I only came for
two weeks” holiday relief as a
receptionist! | had two young
children aged 6 months and 3 and
found | could work on Sundays
and some evenings. I've been here
ever since, working my way up
to Assistant Manager. One of my
key roles is the administration of
swimming lessons for 1,500 children
and adults. People who used to
swim here now bring their children!

We have an amazing team of
managers, teachers, gym instructors
and pool lifeguards. The Centre has
developed from just a swimming
pool, to the great facility we
have today, while maintaining its
independent charitable status.

Did you go to school in Bollington?

No, | went to primary school in
Rainow; then to Macclesfield High
School for Girls (now the King's
School). | trained as a medical
secretary and worked at ICl (now
Astra Zeneca). I'm still friends with
colleagues from those days.

Do you play any sport?

When | was younger, | played
football for Macclesfield Town
Ladies in the Manchester League.
| played in defence. | don’t watch
much football now; but the family
do and are mostly Manchester City
supporters.

I also played squash for the
Bollington ladies team until a few
years ago. We were in the North
West Counties League and would
travel all over the North-west —
Liverpool and Warrington or as close
as Prestbury and Alderley Edge. |
now only play recreationally. | also
go to the gym three times a week.
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What did you want to be when
you were a child?

When I was younger, | wanted to be
ballet dancer. But I grew too tall! |
did dance from 11-24 years of age
with the MAVA dance company. We
would perform in shows and care
homes across the county. | would
also help paint the scenery and
make the costumes for the group.
I still love to go to the ballet.

What do you like to do in your
spare time?

I don’t have much free time as I'm
always busy with the family. | have
three grandchildren aged from 7
months to 20 years of age. | have
loved sewing from a very young
age; my dolls were the best-dressed
dolls in the area! I also remember
for my Cuides sewing badge | made
a jacket and skirt for my older
sister, which she wore for a job
interview. | made wedding dresses
for myself and my sister, and one
of her friends. | also enjoy baking
and have made wedding cakes for
friends and family. My speciality for
special occasions is pavlova.

What makes you happy?

Being with family and friends
or just enjoying a good book.
I love spending time with my
granddaughter. We have breakfast
out together every Saturday and
then go shopping.

Where is your favourite holiday
destination?

As a family we’ve been going to
Cannes in the south of France for
many years. We go every year and
now know which beaches to go to
beat the crowds. We visit Abersoch
as often as we can, winter and
summer.

What do you particularly like
about living where you do in
Bollington?

love being close to the countryside.
Where we live we can enjoy the
Bollington Festival from our garden.
In previous years | have helped
in the box office and at events
sponsored by the Leisure Centre.

Photo:
June White

| also love listening to the opera
singers when they are rehearsing
on the Rec for their performances.
My dad loved the brass band, and
| would always take him to their
concerts.

Any other special memories?

I especially loved the Bridgend
Centre charity fashion show;, which
we held in 2010 at St Oswald'’s
Church. | was a model, and when
we auctioned the clothes at the
end of the evening an exceedingly
kind resident bought me one of the
beautiful outfits I had modelled. |
wore it for my sixtieth birthday.

I am fortunate that | live and work
in a place that | love.

Kate Gooding

) P4
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TRADITIONAL BUTCHERS

ot r"ﬁ o
Est since 1890
— e

1 Henshall Road, Bollington, SK10 SHX. Tel: 01625 572110

-

Estabished 1989 lg?
KELLICOINTERIORS

RE-UPHOLSTERY & BESPOKE FURNITURE

Upholstery designers and manufacturers
Re-upholstery and restoration specialists
Visit our unique showroom

www kellico-interiors.co.uk

01625 560434

sales@kellico-interiors.co.uk

e Canalside, Clarence Mill, Clarence Rd. Bollington

CHARTERED SURVEYORS
LAND and ESTATE AGENTS
AUCTIONEERS and VALUERS

2 Henshall Road Bollington Cheshire SK10 5HX

ephone 01625 575578

emall bollington@michael-hart. co.uk

FREE Pre-sale valuations and advice

Full property lettin
Building S s, RIC
f:'n[ r'r‘_'-—-:ﬂ,i ete

2 and management service

-S Homebuyer Reports, Valuations

(Y rRICS

Cheshire SK12 1RE 01625 876331

www.michael-hart.co.uk

Also at 36 Park Lane, Poynton

Muscle Activation and Pilates

DON’T work out in pain...

CALL ME!

07446 872750

https://classicalpilatescentre.co.uk/

Suite B1.7 Clarence Mill Bollington SK105JZ

www.redoaksfarmbollington.co.uk
To book accommodation

Phone 01625 574280 or 07870 814776

brendahelenbuxton@btinternet.com

N\ e

T.01625 572827
E: theironngparounigmal.com

melroning @;@@ Parlour

£5 OFF YOUR FIRST PICK UP
WHEN YOU SHOW THIS ADVERT

WEPICKUP WEIRON WE DROP OFF

ADELPHI MILL, GRIMSHAW LARE
BOLLINGTON SK10 5J8

BOLLINGTON

eterinar

—CE NT R E—
1 Ashbrook Road, Bollington, Cheshire SK10 5LF

Surgery Open Mon to Fri: 8am - 7pm  Sat 8:30am - 12:30pm

24 Hour Service Consultations by appointment

Tel: 01625 572999 www.bollingtonvets.co.uk

TYTHERINGTON

Also at: thrinar

CENTRE—/

Brocklehurst Way
Tytherington, SK10 2HB
Tel: 01625 669666

N - 0, 9 Grimshaw |ane, Bollington
[ ANANS

Tel: 01625 572405
Mob: 07063 252808

OAD'S rates Ras &-« WeJ

HAIRDRESSER

\

0~

<7 J.J.J. HEATHCOTE LID.

Wholesale Butcher & Cattle Salesman

Palmerston Street, Bollington 01625 572202
A == 114 Wellington Road, Bollington 01625 573172

From our own LOCAL FARMS for BEEF, PORK & LAMB
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’ﬁ NEWSAGENTS & LOCAL LOTTERY AGENTS
Home delivery of Newspapers & Magazines Seven days a week

70 Palmerston Street Tel: 572306

L www.chadwicksnewsagent.co.uk )




RIDES AGAIN

After the resounding success
of last year’s first ever Enduro
Mountain Biking event right here
in Bollington, it returns this year
in August, even bigger, better and
more exciting!

Mountain bike enduros are
increasingly popular sporting
competitions, where the ‘stages’
of downhill descents are timed
{the uphills and transitions are
not timed). The combination
of fitness and skill required, the
physical feeling of exhilaration
and the enjoyment of the relaxed
environment that surrounds these
events make them popular with
riders, spectators, friends and
family alike.

Local lad Josh Bryceland has been
a professional World Cup-winning
downhill mountain biker for many
years, having entered his first race
at the age of 10. It was suggested
to him by Richard Gay that a ‘race’
could be organised to help raise
funds for the Bollington Festival
as well as other charities like
Mountain Rescue. And four years
ago preparations started to make
the dream a reality.

The Enduro involves riding on a mix
of fantastic single-track, purpose-
built trails and natural bridleways
through spectacular countryside.
Normally it wouldn’t be possible to
link many of these sections together,
as a large proportion are on private
land - but Josh, together with Adam
Sebes (owner of ATS Cycles), spent
_many hours tirelessly visiting local

landowners for special permission
to use their private land for the
event weekend only. (Please don't
trespass on this private land outside
the Enduro weekend.)

The aim of the Skyline Team
is to bring mountain biking
and enjoyment of the beautiful
countryside right here on our
doorstep to everyone. The Enduro
allows racers from top pros to
average ‘Joes’ to test their mettle
on a course laid out by one of the
sport’s best, in the truly special
location of Josh’s home town. With
stages handcrafted for all abilities,
riders will experience the best of
Bollington’s breathtaking trails and
scenery.

An increase from the 600 entrants

last year, up to 1,000 mountain
bikers from all over the country
and some from further afield
have registered and will compete
in the Bolly Skyline Enduro. The
‘Bolly Full’ on Saturday 9 August
will consist of eight ‘stages’ (timed
descents) and the ‘Bolly Half* on
Sunday 10 August will consist of five

‘stages’. Competitors go as fast as

W

Hub tickets:
https://
rb.gy/9y5wdy

or scan the QR
code below

Photo left:

Josh Bryceland

they can on the stages. The winner
is the person with the shortest
cumulative time for all stages in
the category.

The ‘stages’ are linked by
‘transitions” which are not timed.
The stages are all off-road and
on private land; the transitions
use private land, bridleways and
public roads. The total length of
the Enduro course will be about 25
km, and parts of the course will be
available the day before the race for
reconnaissance and practice. This
year sees a new route at the Nab,
where the bikers will race downhill
— with lots of room for spectators
to cheer them on!

Even the annual well-dressings this
year will have a sporting theme —
come and see the biking-related
ones at the top of Hamson Drive
from 28 June to 6 July! All lovingly
hand-made using natural materials
and flowers.

The event base or ‘Hub’ will
again be on private land next
to the Old Slaughterhouse on
Shrigley Road. Here there will be
stalls, entertainment, food, drink,
children’s activities, a pump track
with bike and helmet rental for all,
and other surprises along the way
all weekend — so something for
everyone. Saturday night brings
everyone together with live bands,
DJs and good vibes that last well
into the night.

Come along to watch and be
involved with the Bolly Skyline
Mountain Bike Enduro on the
weekend of Friday 8 to Sunday 10
August 2025!

Julie Close
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COURSES

Fast-Track Your Childs Swim Skills
This Summer!

Dive into our intensive swimming
crash courses - the perfect way to
boost confidence, improve
technique, and build essential water
safety skills.

Tailored to Swim England Stages 1-
6, these 30-minute daily sessions
are led by experienced instructors in
a fun and supportive environment.
Start Time: From 9:00am onward

SP

RTS CAM PS

LOOKING FOR FUN, ACTIVE, AND EXCITING
WAYS TO KEEP YOUR KIDS ENTERTAINED OVER
THE SUMMER HOLIDAYS? JOIN' US FOR
ACTION-PACKED ACTIVITY SESSIONS
DESIGNED FOR CHILDREN AGED 5-12!

SESSION TIMES:

MORNING: 9:30AM - 12Z:15PM

AFTERNOON: 1Z:15PM - 3:00PM

ALLDAY: 9:30AM - 3:00PM

PRICES:

MORNING OR AFTERNOON: £18

FULLDAY: £18.50

Session Duration: 30 -ninuv.cs
Price: £45 per cours e (5 sessions)
Early Bird price £40

FROM SPORTS AND GAMES TO CREATIVE FUN
AND POOL TIME, THERE'S SOMETHING FOR
EVERY CHILD TO ENJOY. 3

Our Address Heath Rd, Bollington,Macclesfield SK10 SEXY
Both from the 28th of July until the 22" of August
For more Info and Bookings Call us 01625574774

Solicitors Regulation Authority

THP
Low

FORMERLY THE HOWE PRACTICE
INCORPORATING A D FIRTH & CO.

Conveyancing
Quality

Bollington’s only trusted full service law firm
THP Law specialises in:

@ Residential Conveyancing @ Probate / Estate Administration

@ Wills @ Lasting Powers of Attorney

OO XMN

e 01625 261 840 eenquiries@thehowepractice.co.uk @ www.thplaw.co.uk



Ted Clunn, a native of Stoke-on-
Trent now living in Bollington, has
a passion to change, enhance and
develop the built environment.
This has led him to meet some
challenging renovations of huge
Victorian mills, no longer echoing
to the sound of working looms.

In his early working life Ted
renovated houses. He spotted an
old pottery which he converted into
offices and apartments. Following
this he got into developing larger
buildings and was inspired to
develop a derelict working men’s
club. A friend suggested that what
was needed was a nursing home for
mental health care. Ted converted
it into a forty-bed nursing home
and for four years was involved in
its running, alongside his friend.

In 1990 an even bigger opportunity
came along. He received a phone
call from a property adviser who
told him about the closure of a
large hospital in Clitheroe with
four different buildings. After
consulting the NHS, Ted and
his friend converted them into
nursing homes. It was then that
a derelict mill in Ashton-under-
Lyne — Cavendish Mill — came to
his attention. Ted was aware of
the historical significance of the
building in that it had concrete
floors, which wasrare. He planned
to convert it into 160 apartments,
as part of a social housing scheme.
Sanctuary Housing bought the mill,
and with the full support of the
local council it took just two years
to convert.

Following this Ted was asked to
look at a mill in Miles Platting,
Manchester, then a very socially
deprived area. Manchester College
of Art and Technology was looking
for a site. Ted persuaded the local
authority to move into a part of
the building, which was developed
to include commercial premises
and housing units. The College
occupied half of the building and
it also accommodated a Health
Trust and Primary Care team and
Social Services. This was Victoria
Mill, which won an award from
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the Prince’s Trust for Community
Building of the Year. The prince
visited the site, and Ted gave him
a tour of the mill.

In 1999 Ted left the company
he was working for and took a
short break. It was during this
time that he was approached by a
Macclesfield architect who worked
for the Prince’s Trust and asked him
to give talks on mill conversions in
the North-West. Ted learned that
Adelphi Mill in Bollington was for
sale. With his business partner,
Rupert Moore, and their company,
Land and City Properties, they
agreed to buy it.

When approached by the owner of
Clarence Mill and asked whether
the company wanted to buy it,
Ted liked the idea and looked into
various conversion options. Now
the millis home to a variety of small
businesses and homes.

Ted and his family now live in
Bollington. Ted became an active
member of the Civic Society and,
after a meeting with John Kershaw;,
who felt that some buildings and
local amenities needed protection,
Bollington Initiative Trust was born,
which has transformed a number
of old buildings around the town.

Ted eventually sold his stake in the
property company to the Moore
family and is now involved with
consultancy work for organisations
like the Prince’s Trust and English
Heritage. He has an interest in the
industrial heritage of Bollington
and the Creg family, and he’s
also proud, together with Ken
Edwards and Chris Kettlety, to
have organised a plaque to honour
Elizabeth Gaskell’s connection
with Bollinglon. He's been a town
councillor and provided a free
space for the Discovery Centre in
Clarence Mill with a fifteen-year
lease, He also welcomed Canalside
Radio to the Mill — initially rent-
free until it was financially viable.
He also funded the toilet block
opposite the Turner’s Arms, now
let out as offices.

Ted still maintains a close

involvement in Bollington and its
development and now enjoys the
gentler pleasures of the Bollington
Gardening Club.

Sandy Milsom

A new venture for the Gardening
Club is planned at the Rec on
13 July from 1.30 to 5pm.The
‘Garden Party’ will include a
celebration of the ‘Bloomin’
Bollington” competition with a
presentation of awards to the
best floral displays outside pubs,
restaurants, shops, cafés and
businesses around Bollington.
Tea and cake will be served from
the cricket pavilion and whole
host of family-friendly activities
are planned.

Watch out for details around
the town or just come along on
13 July.

Maria O’Brien
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FESTIVAL RETURNS

Brace yourselves — the one
and only Bollington Festival is
returning in May 2026 and this
time it will be even bigger and
better!

Friday 15-Monday 25 May 2026

The Bollington Festival is an integral
and much-loved part of Bollington’s
DNA. From small beginnings back
in 1964, when the late Dr John
Coope created the Festival as a
vehicle to promote wellness and
social engagement, it became a
registered charity in 2017 and
is now (we believe) the largest
entirely volunteer-run festival in
the country.

YARN

Bollington Festivals have been a
fertile ground for creative ideas
and often showcase unusual
talents. Knitting — once an art
form more usually found covering
teapots and keeping us warm —
has appeared as a creative exhibit
at the last two festivals. The ‘Yarn
Bombers’ are ready to delight
us with their talents at the next
Festival.

The idea of using the talents of
creative knitters to display their skill
in community installations during
the Festival was initiated by Janine
Holmes. Janine was a teacher
of design and technology with a
degree in knitting as a speciality.
She now works in the care sector
as an activities organiser. Prior to
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In 2026, we will kick off with six
days of fabulous events (including
comedy, jazz and dance) in the
Bollington Arts Centre. Then, the
action will switch to the Rec for a
packed programme of colourful,
inspiring, creative, fun-filled,
foot-stomping activities! The huge
covered open-air stage will be
back, hostingseveral old favourites,
including the one and only Oasish
and, for the first time ever, we
will present the fabulous Ultimate
Coldplay - the band were named
UK's official Coldplay tribute band
at the National Tribute Music
Awards.

The format on the Rec will be

the Festival she gathered together
a group of knitting enthusiasts, was
joined by Janet Beech and they
formed a group of 25 volunteers
ready to yarn bomb Bollington with
creative knitting.

Janine was keen to include the
schools in Bollington, and following
the theme of birds, flocks of knitted
wild birds descended into the pond
which appeared on the Rec, and
an osprey at the Arts Centre; blue
tits in the trees; ducks, robins and
blackbirds appeared to delight us
all. At the end of the festival the
birds were sold and raised £270
for the next Festival.

The subsequent Festival in 2019, a
more low-key event, was focused

similar to 2024, with funds raised
from the eveningticketed concerts,
allowing us to ensure that all the
daytime concerts on the covered
stage will be completely free. We’'ll
also see the return of the family
day on the Rec on Monday 25
May, which will culminate in a free
family concert.

Stay tuned for further details.
Meanwhile, the Bollington Festival
works best when we own it as
a community: if you are able to
offer your support as a steward
or sponsor, we would love to
hear from you. Email info@
bollingtonfestival.org.uk

Rebecca Roth-Beister

on the Rec and, once again, the
yarn bombers worked with Art
Space and Bollington schools. The
theme was ‘cakes’ and wonderful
imaginative displays appeared
around Bollington. Post-box
toppers and lots of White Nancys
appeared too. The next Festival
is planned for 2026, and Janine
is hoping to recruit volunteers to
yarn bomb Bollington once again.
If you feel that you would like to
display your creativity with some
wool and a pair of needles you'd
be very welcome.

Sandy Milsom
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We are a family-run,
independent hearing
centre

Our hearing aids improve hearing for individuals with hearing loss.

They come in various styles, sizes, and types, each tailored to your

lifestyle and type of hearing loss. Equipped with advanced features
like noise reduction, speech enhancement, and ‘Bluetooth’
connectivity our hearing aids are effective and user-friendly.

Wax Removal & Hearing Check £60.00*

BOLLINGTON
ﬂARING CEI@

Award Winning Audiology

61 Wellington Road, Bollington, Cheshire, SK10 5JH
www.bollingtonhearingcentre.co.uk *may need a second appointment







